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The Torah commands that a person who falters and steals an item or iX YON 7721 W0y 'my ,nixn NYiTEn Minn
money from their fellow must return the stolen property to the person who qT2 .77227 D710 DX QW7 1Y Lihann |inn
the thief burglarized. This daf of Gemara deals with an interesting incident. 222Y 21X WY VN NN NIT XINAD DT
Once, Reuven stole a watch and did not know the identity of its owner. I'RY DR PN NI 212 AN YT IR AR |iVY
How is it possible he did not know? Well, Reuven saw five people sitting T7 DAYI' DIYIR NYNN DX 2K, VT
around a table, and lying on the table was a watch that belonged to one YD VY NN W IN7WD W1 ,0M2T N7Y
of them. Reuven stole the watch and fled the scene. .DiZANN NN [ivWin NX 213 24X .00N TNXY
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A short time later, Reuven repented. He regretted —— T g = - =
what he had done and wanted to return the $ 4
watch to its owner. He approached the group
and each of them told him: “You stole the
watch from me.” What should be done? The
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Mishnah states the tannaim were divided about _ MYnn ?0'viyv nn 7livein NX
the halachah in this case. Rabbi Tarfon said: The thief must go to the MDD M PN DYITED 0'NIRnY NI
beit din (court) and tell them, “I stole a watch from one of five people. | D7 MK LTD N7 770 2220 ONIX [i970 2
beg of you! Please take the watch and determine to whom it belongs.” By NP INIX 1770 D'YIRD NYNNR TRXA VY 'H13
doing so, the thief fulfills the mitzvah of returning the stolen item. However, NX D7 RN 22,7 KD M7 002 |ivein DX
Rabbi Akiva disagreed and maintained that because he violated an issur 77in X'y 20 AR 0710 nx TnaY nxnn
(prohibition,) the Chachamim imposed a fine upon the thief and required iniX 1017 DN ,MOX 7V WY 772a¢ 3ol
him to give a watch to each of the 5 people! 'D'YIRD NYNNN TNX 227 VY [y
K Daf 119: A POT FILLED WITH MEAT Tz o xxn m P 10
Once, Noah was walking the streets of a big city in which most of the residents ,N7ITA W 7Y pmiainna 37y M2 nvyn
were Jews. Suddenly, Noah detected a whiff of wonderful meat. Noah followed X791 N M1 NN YN97 .0'THA! NQYIR 1T
the scent and found a pot filled with meat on the ground that was cooked and well- 20 Vi 7Y KXY DM DX 770 01 QYA Y
seasoned. Noah checked carefully and saw there were no identifying marks on the ['RY X120 772 N1 .20 72001 7¥an 1wa
meat, so it was permissible to take. NN NNRZ7 "RRY 72 ,7Yan 72V 0'Ro
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Noah took the meat, which he placed in a bag. He
then asked a Jew on the street: “Tell me, please,
most of the people in this city are Jewish, correct?”
The man replied: “Yes, thank God.” Noah said:
“Good. If that’s the case, | can eat the meat.”
The man said: “l don’t know. There’s a problem
because in this city there is one store that belongs
to non-Jews. Who knows, perhaps the meat came
from that store.”
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Noah and the man decided to go to the Rav of the city and ask him to render 200 7200 709 NN AYAN Y T NN iniN 7871
a ruling about the meat. What did the Rav rule? The Rav ruled that it was 2200 DK 0TI D TWAD NX 7K TNNY 709
permissible to eat the meat, because “we follow the majority.” Since a majority N2 Y2 NiNJIN T W2 YA NN DY NKR
of the meat stores in the city sell kosher meat, we presume (suppose) that the NIN 2R XYY TWWANY (DMYYn) 0NN Dnix
meat Noah found was kosher. Y WA
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K Daf 120: THREE TYPES OF DISTINGUISHING MARKS
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A person who finds a lost object that possesses distinguishing marks
(simanim) needs to declare that they found a lost object. The goal is for
the person who lost the item to come and describe the simanim on the
item and retrieve it from the finder.

There’s a story about Reuven who found a donkey wearing a
saddle. Reuven advertised his finding throughout the entire
city: “I found a donkey and saddle! Whoever lost them is
welcome to come and tell me their simanim.” A few hours
later, Shimon arrived panting and flustered, and said:
“Pve got a siman, I've got a siman!” “Please,” Reuven
said. “Drink a glass of water and tell me the siman.”
Shimon replied: “My name is written on the strap of the saddle.”
Reuven checked and saw that was indeed the case, and he returned
the saddle to Shimon.

Shimon was surprised. “Reuven! where’s the donkey? Why didn’t you
return the donkey to me?” Reuven responded: “I am sorry, truly, but you
did not tell me any simanim on the donkey.” What does the law state?
The Gemara says because people do not generally borrow saddles, it
must be presumed that since the saddle belonged to Shimon, it stands
to reason that the donkey, too, belonged to Shimon.

K2 Daf 121: WATER THAT HAS NO VISIBLE END
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The Gemara relates stories about people who sailed on a ship when, suddenly,
a mighty storm raged across the sea. The ship sank and no one thought that
anyone survived. However, after some time, people appeared who had been
on the ship and reported they had been miraculously saved. One person
recounted that he found one of the ship’s beams and used it to float to shore.

Why does the Gemara tell these stories? Because if a person tragically
drowns at sea and is not found, it is necessary to determine if his wife is
permitted to marry another man — because if her husband was still alive,
she would be prohibited from marrying another man. Regarding this matter,
the Gemara states that the marital status of the wife depends upon where
the man [her husband] drowned. If the man drowned in “mayim she’ayn
lahem sof” (water with no visible end), such as in The Mediterranean Sea,
it is possible he is still alive. It is possible the person drowned in one place
and came up in a distant location no longer in view. However, if a person
drowned in “mayim she’yesh lahem sof” (water with a visible end) and it is
discerned that the person who drowned did not come up from the water,
then the court declares the husband deceased.
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K Daf 122: CONCLUSION OF MASECHET YEVAMOT

Daf 122 is the final daf of Masechet Yevamot. Halachic treatises
stipulate that it is necessary to rejoice upon completing a Masechet.
Indeed, throughout the Diaspora and lIsrael, it is customary to
conduct a seudah (festive meal) in honor of the conclusion of a
Masechet, and that is a seudat mitzvah (religiously commanded
festive meal.) Even for those who did not have the privilege to
personally complete the study of the Masechet, it is a mitzvah to
celebrate together with those who studied the entire Masechet from
beginning to end.

In Masechet Shabbat (Daf 119a), Abaye said that when he saw a talmid
chacham (Torah scholar) who completed a Masechet, he would hold
a seudah for the Chachamim in honor of the great simcha. The seudat
siyyum (feast to mark the completion of a Masechet) is so important that
if such a seudah is conducted during the 9 days (from Rosh Chodesh
Av to 9 Av) it is permissible to eat meat because it is a seudat mitzvah!

a Masechet, the assembled say
“Hadran Alakh.” What do these
words mean? “We will return to  y=~
you.” May we be privileged to

return and learn this Masechet ¥
again, to review it, and learn it
once more.

join us in learning

Masechet
Ketubot

K3 Daf 2: TRACTATE KETUBOT

Masechet “Ketubot” received its title from the
word “ketubah” (marital contract). What is a “ketubah”?
A “ketubah” is a document containing the marriage _z#
agreement between a husband and his wife. Written
in this shtar (document) are the commitments a
husband and wife obligate themselves to provide
to one another and, therefore, the shtar was called
“ketubah” (literally, “the writing”).
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A majority of the “ketubah” text stipulates the
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details of the monetary obligation the husband takes
upon himself to provide his wife in the event he
divorces her. Likewise, should the husband die before
his wife, the ketubah obligates his estate to pay a set
sum of money to his widow.
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Seder Nashim | Ketubot 3

K2 Daf 3: NETILAT NESHAMAH, EXTINGUISHING A LIFE

w3 nrwy v 41 K

In Tractate Shabbat, the Mishnah enumerates 39 melachot (primary
categories of labor) prohibited to be done on Shabbat. One of the
melachot is “shochet” (ritual slaughter), meaning, on Shabbat it is
assur (prohibited) to slaughter an animal, because it is forbidden to
extinguish the life of a living creature on Shabbat.

Therefore, it is assur to remove a fish from the water — although that
does not constitute shechitah — because a fish dies when it is taken
out of water, and by doing so, its life is taken. It is likewise assur to kill an
animal in any manner. For example, it is assur to step on ants, because
that act kills them and extinguishes their lives.

On this daf, it is written that it is even assur to
remove blood from an animal, as the removal
of blood is also considered a form of “netilat
neshamah.” Blood is considered synonymous
with life, because without blood, it is impossible
to live. When blood is shed, some life force is
eliminated along with it — and on Shabbat that
is assur.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT BALAK

There is a wonderful midrash on the verse in Tehillim (Psalms) in which we
praise God, “Who alone does great wonders.” The Midrash asks — what
is the significance of God’s acting alone? Indeed, it’s obvious to us that
God acts without assistance. Regarding this question, the Midrash
explains that the word “alone” means that there are many wonders and
miracles performed by God on our behalf, about which we know nothing
at all. God performs these acts in secret, without anyone’s knowledge that
they have been saved or from what they have been saved. A wonderful
example of this phenomenon was the experience of Balaam’s curses in
Parashat Balak. The evil Balaam repeatedly tries to curse the Israelites
who sat quietly and safely in their tents. But God frustrated Balaam’s
efforts and alone did wonders for His people — without Israel having any
idea of the great danger that had laid ahead of them.
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