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Seder Nezikin | Masechet Bava Batra 96-102 | Shabbat Parashat Haazinu | 26 Elul - 3 Tishrei (September 29-October 6)

GOOD & SWeeT New YeARr!

A YEAR FILLED WITH Renewep GOoD TIDINGS, HEALTH, AND NACHES
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. Daf 96: WINE THAT HAS SOURED

Binyamin bought a barrel of wine. He carried the barrel home from the market and
placed it in his basement. Before Shabbat, his wife asked him to go down to the
basement and fill a pitcher with the recently purchased wine to be used for kiddush.
Binyamin went down to the basement and opened the barrel. He immediately noticed
the unpleasant scent and knew that the wine was sour. Binyamin had to borrow wine
for kiddush from neighbors.

On Sunday morning, Binyamin approached the wine salesperson
and claimed: “The wine | bought was sour. Please return my
money”. But the wine seller said: “If you had checked the wine
immediately after you bought it and saw that it was sour, | would
have returned your money without any argument. But you found !
it to be sour several days later. It’s possible the wine turned sour k
after the sale, in which case, | am exempt from returning the b
money to you”. Regarding this discussion, the Talmud relates that according to
the Amora Shmuel, the seller is indeed correct.

K} Daf 97: “DEMAI,” DOUBTFULLY TITHED PRODUCE
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There is a halachic category of produce known as “Peirot Demai”. The laws of
terumot u’ma’asrot (tithes) require that fruits be eaten only after the obligatory
terumot u’ma’asrot have been set aside. Terumah is set aside for the kohen.
Ma’aser rishon (first tithe) is given to the levi. Another tithe is also given,
though depending upon the year in the Sabbatical cycle, it is either ma’aser
sheini (second tithe) or ma’aser oni (tithe for the poor).

In the days of Yochanan Kohen Gadol, the Beit Din HaGadol (High Court) sent
emissaries to check the level of religious observance among the Jewish people.
They found that everyone did set aside terumah for the kohen. However, there
were amei ha’aretz (ignorant people) who had disdain for the allocations to the
levi’im and did not set aside ma’aser rishon, ma’aser sheini,or ma’aser oni.

The Beit Din HaGadol subsequently decreed that produce purchased from amei
ha’aretz must be treated like produce over which there is doubt whether tithes have
been set aside. Therefore, one must set aside tithes once again. However, it is
unnecessary to take out terumah, since amei ha’aretz are known to also set aside the
terumah allocation. These fruits are called “demai,” a term which connotes doubt,
and is a play on the words “da” = this and “mai”= what — Is this tithed?
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 98-99

K Daf 98: THE WINE THAT SOURED i by ik onex 91 3

A person gave a barrel of wine to a grocer so the wine could be sold in small Y9 72 Ninip?7 Nidn'y T2 N | nan M 0IX
quantities. The two agreed to split the profits after the entire barrel was sold. AN nPD ANRYY N2'0 DI M2 [0 [0 VYN
But, before the shopkeeper managed to sell all the wine, it turned sour. Who |"";' IA"'n ]:m Hianb 1IN0 ',7'90.‘10 T;J. 0N .0'NNA

is responsible for the loss? On one hand, the owner of the barrel should
be held responsible, since the barrel belongs to him. On the other hand, the
shopkeeper bears responsibility because the wine in the barrel soured while it
was in his possession.
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The Talmud states that the owner of the barrel generally is responsible for any b2 ' |9iNaY KD .iT n7NY? -”nlmn NN
loss. However, there are two instances in which the shopkeeper would bear the NT D NN DN Y2 72K, TO9NA XKW NN
burden of the loss: (a) If the shopkeeper installed an additional spigot in the NYY NN DX X :TO9N2 NWIY
barrel. It is possible that that action caused the wine to sour; (b) If, before the p:[-T!HJ XN - qoi ™2 nana
wine soured, there had been a market day, during which many people came N¥ANNT7 NNNAY R IT NV
to acquire wine and the shopkeeper was A Y'Y.-“;"'J I!-!;Jg;j '.;5?'? Tiy DX 2
Iazy and did not sell any of the wine that NI nnp', '|N?. nl:_-!l I-"w nit
day. In such a case, the owner of the barrel [“2 M 2N N71 9xVna DN
would say to the shopkegper, “Had you By A1 Npna - it iniNa
not been so lazy, .aII the wine would have A N7 ON7 % MK Nann
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are to blame for the loss”. _ ;
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One of the sugiyot (Talmudic discussions) on this daf deals with the dimensions Y ANl X DWi7Y N 12TA2 PYRD MIK
of the first Beit HaMikdash. The entire Mishkan (Tabernacle) was 30 amah* 7V MIR NiAX YWY D PYNAY D'YTIED WUTi .Nnx

long and 10 amot wide. (*1 amah = 1.57 —1.87 ft.)

King Solomon built the first Beit HaMikdash using
double these dimensions — i.e. 60 amot in length
and 20 amah wide. The Kodesh HaKodashim (Holy of >
Holies) was 20 amah in length and 20 amah in width.
The Talmud tells us that the Aron HaBrit (Ark of the
Covenant) did not occupy any space in the Kodesh
HaKodashim. P

After the Aron HaBrit was placed in the Kodesh ' 4
HaKodashim of the Mishkan, an empty space b

of 10 amot by 10 amot remained. The same had "R I
been the case in the Beit HaMikdash built by King \!_-,1,,_
Solomon. After the Aron HaBrit was brought in, a
space of 20 amot by 20 amot remained empty in
the Kodesh HaKodashim. About this, the Talmud
reports: This is a tradition that was handed down to us from our ancestors.
The space occupied by the Aron HaBrit and the cherubim are not included
in the measurement of the Kodesh HaKodashim in which it rested, [since
the Aron miraculously did not occupy any space at all.]
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 100-101

K Daf 100: ESTABLISHING ACQUISITION THROUGH USAGE '731}?? TIR3 12238 07738 P 97 B
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On this daf, we learn about the following Tannaitic dispute:
Does a person who walks on land establish possession of
it? Rabbi Eliezer affirms this does constitute possession,
while the Sages disagree. The Gemara cites a pasuk (verse)
as proof to support Rabbi Eliezer's stance. God instructed
Avraham in Parshat Lech Lecha, “Arise, walk through the
land across its length and its breadth; for it is to you that
I will give it” Why did God instruct Avraham to walk the
length and breadth of the land? According to Rabbi Eliezer,
this directive was for Avraham to secure ownership through
a symbolic act of possession.

And how do the Sages counter this interpretation? According
to their view, God's command for Avraham to walk the land
was as a sign that the land would be readily conquered by
his descendants.
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KR Daf 101: RAV ASHI AND THE BABYLONIAN TALMUD Y337 Tetem e 37:87p 910
Rav Ashi lived during fifth generation of Amoraim and was a student ¢ inN'VY DI T7i) ,0RINKD 7Y 'YAND VITA N 'YX QY
of Rava. Rav Ashi became famous for compiling the Babylonian TN7RD DX WY NT2YD NIDTA TN 009NN KN X
Talmud. He headed the yeshivah in Sura, which under his I'0 NN X0 N2'Y! WK TAY UK 11 7120
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leadership moved to a suburb called “Mata Mechasia”. Rav Ashi
served as Rosh Yeshivah for sixty years. In accordance with the
custom of Babylonian yeshivot to learn two Masechtot (tractates)
each year, Rav Ashi was able to learn the entire Shas (Six Orders
of Talmud) with his students twice during his tenure as Rosh
Yeshivah. During those years, Rav Ashi gathered the words of
the Chachamim of the previous generations and organized their
teachings according to the order of the Mishnayot. This became
the Babylonian Talmud.

Rav Ashi merited achieving great wealth. Chazal state that

until the time of Rav Ashi there had been only three men .",7;3.‘_1 ‘r-m'ma N7 .Ninvnn
who were privileged to attain greatness both in Torah learning

and material wealth: Moshe Rabbeinu — transmitter of the "WYX 10 N TVY DMNIR 7410 NA79IN D'YYY DT 'WiN 10
Torah; Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi — editor of the Mishnah; and Rav NIN'YYY7 DAl MIN2 A'HTA7 DA DTY DWIK YY1 110
Ashi — editor of the Babylonian Talmud. - X'WID NTIN' 20 ,MIND 10in T 121 nYn 0Nl L,NA79IN
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 102

K2 Daf 102: PURCHASE OF LAND POSSESSING

STONES & DITCHES
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Yoav, Nadav’s new personal assistant, was asked to prepare a contract for the
purchase of 35 dunam (about 8.6 acres) of land. Nadav reviewed the contract and
told Yoav: “Put into the contract that we are acquiring the land for agricultural
purposes, and that our intention is to cultivate the land.” “To what end is it
necessary for the seller to know why we require the land?” Yoav wondered aloud.

Nadav just said, “Wait and see.”

After the transaction was concluded, Nadav and
Yoav went with the seller to the field and began
to measure 35 dunam. When Nadav examined
the terrain, he demanded of the seller: “You
must give me additional field space!” The
astonished seller asked: “Why?” Nadav took
out the contract and said: “It is written here that
we are purchasing this field for agricultural
purposes. A field filled with tall stones and
deep pits is not suitable for farming. Since
there are areas containing both rocks and deep
ditches in a section of field you have given me,
you are obligated to give me flat land in its place.”

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT HA'AZINU
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Parashat Ha’azinu contains the final song that Moshe recited before
his death. Knowing that his time in this world was short, Moshe tried
to equip Am Yisrael with the most important tools for continuing their
journey. One of the ways Moshe prepared B’nei Yisrael appears in
the following verse: “Ask your parents, who will inform you, Your
elders, who will tell you.” Moshe taught Israel that in order to
succeed moving forward, we must always remember our origins. It's
instructive to look back, learn from the past, and respect previous
generations, even if they didn't possess the innovations and inventions
of the current generation. The accumulated wisdom of the past is the
cornerstone of any society and nation that desires life. The ability to
continue the journey largely depends on loyalty to the path charted
and built by the nation's forefathers and founders.
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