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&R Daf 4: INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF THE FESTIVAL
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During Chol HaMo’ed (intermediate days of the festival), it is prohibited to
unnecessarily perform skilled labor. However, it is permissible to perform
skilled labor when needed. The Chachamim established a set of rules to
specify when it is permissible to perform skilled labor. On this daf, we will
learn about several instances during which it is halachically permissible
to perform labor on Chol HaMo’ed.

1. Tzorech hamo’ed (immediate need for the holiday) — It is
permissible to perform skilled labor for the purpose of eating or
drinking during Chol HaMo’ed. There are also other cases when it is
permissible to perform skilled labor on Chol HaMo’ed, such as when
the work product is needed during the festival.

2. Davar ha’aved (work that if left to be done after Chol HaMo’ed, a
loss will result): If an item is about to spoil, it is permissible to act to
prevent the loss of the item.

3. Tzorchei Harabim (Essential Public Works): It is permissible to
engage in work done to benefit the public on Chol HaMo’ed, e.g.,
repairing holes in the road.

4. Livelihood of a needy individual: A person who is poor, and has no money
to acquire necessities for the holiday, is permitted to work on Chol HalMo'ed.

N N ,DND NIINYN NTWY? MoK Tyinn %in 'n1a
1yl DN .NIR DY WRD NIARYD Nivy)
DRl ,NIR7ND Nivy? amn 'nn ,0"TI0n 07972

.Tyind %in2 NaNYN Nivy? 1mn 0nawy n0'pnn

N772N 77187 N'W NN 92 - TTyina 7N’ R
Niwy? 1Ry NiaNyn 0i 13w .nivy? 1mn - ninwi
-TYinD 71N 02 102 WRRWAY D'1PT ON,NIR

,72712007 TRiy DMon ¥an oN - "TaNn 127’ A2
L2701 N9W T2 12 2901 ninv? amIn

NiaNyna pioy? Tyinn %ina mn - "o1an 127iv”
.2wn’% ,2in12 ninia 1pnY ;0777 Niv 102 Wiy

M1y 0"37¥N Wia1y 903 17 XY 1y DTN noda T

.Tyinn %ina Tiay? i% amn ,ann

K Daf 5:VIRTUOUS CHARACTER TRAITS & APPROPRIATE MODES OF BEHAVIOR 1% 1771 Ii™ 271 91 0

Rabbi Yannai had a brilliant student who was accustomed to posing
superb, sharp questions during his lesson. Then, once, when many people
gathered in the beit hamidrash to hear Rabbi Yannai’s lesson, that student
... was silent! He did not ask a single question!

Why? Because the student said to himself: On one hand, it’s true that my
questions are good, and | do need to ask them to better understand the
words of the Rav. However, on the other hand, today there are many people
in the beit hamidrash and if | pose an astute question that Rabbi
Yannai is unable to answer, he would be embarrassed! Therefore,
today, | will remain quiet and refrain from asking questions.

The Gemara states that a person who acts in this manner,
who considers their actions, and examines whether others
will be harmed as a result, merits God’s salvation.

Weekly Kit 431

Ni%RY 7IRWY7 A03W ,97N TN N1 IR 277
DNAY DN ,N3NT .Y YRINA NiaTni Nidiv
iMy"W NN yinw'? Y TAD N'12 0201 0WIN 199RDN

ONINQ YNIW N1 pNiY T'RY00 N1 LN 120 Y

AN :iNRY7 NN TNRR0Y 1an 732 Awy yiTn
T2 NIR 7INWY 1Y "INT N30 N1 7Y NivRwn
W1 D170, NN T¥A 72N .17 12T DN NiT 21w 1207
N7RY IRWN DN, 7TR0 1"12 0'20 D'WIR
NIN L0772V Ny yT NY R3T "2 NaTN

JIRWR N1 PIRWR D170 127 ,Wa0n7 A7y

;T 9772 Apanpay  ,Ining TInAn
DINN DN PTi1 1"wyn 9y aving
N nyawny nait ,nnn avaa?



Seder Moed | Moed Katan 6-7
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Field irrigation: The Gemara states it is permissible to irrigate a field
containing fruits if the field is likely to suffer damage if no water is provided.
The Gemara presents the words of tannaim and amoraim who debated at
length the matter of exactly which fields it is permissible or prohibited to
irigate — because there are certain fields that do not always require irrigation,
and it is possible to refrain from irrigating those fields during Chol HaMoed. TINY :D7N 1ya TINY
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Hunt for animals: The Gemara presents an additional example of a davar
ha’aved, namely the permission granted to hunt animals found in a grove
which are known to cause damage to fruit. For example, it is permissible to
pursue mice and destroy the holes which serve as home to ants that cause
harm to a field.
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In this verse, the Torah says that the kohen
needs to direct household members to remove
all their utensils from the home, and only after
that enter to determine if the nega in it is tameh.
Why? If the kohen declares the house to be tameh
while the utensils remain inside, indeed they would
all immediately be deemed tameh as well — and
there are certain utensils that it is impossible to
ever ritually purify, e.g., pottery or earthenware that
remain permanently t’'mai’im, once affected.
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K} Daf 8: SIMCHAT HA-CHAG, JOY OF THE FESTIVAL

From the words “You shall rejoice in your festival” (Devarim
16:14), we know that the Torah commands us to rejoice on our
holidays. On this daf, we learn that for this reason weddings are
not conducted during Chol HaMo’ed, because it is necessary to
rejoice specifically in the holiday, and the joy of the festival and the
delight of the groom and bride should not be mingled together.

How is the mitzvah of Simchat HaChag fulfilled? We purchase
items that bring joy to members of the family — toys, clothes,
jewelry, meat, and wine — items that delight the entire family.
[Rambam] adds something important — when a Jew rejoices on a
festival, those who are poor, needy, and disadvantaged must not,
heaven forbid, be forgotten. It is necessary to ensure that they too
will be able to rejoice in the festival.

When the Beit HaMikdash stood, the mitzvah of rejoicing
was fulfilled through eating the meat of korbanot (offerings).
As such, when Jews ascended to Jerusalem on pilgrimage,
they brought with them the special Korban Shlamim (Peace
Offering) called “Shalmei Simchah,” because it is an offering
of “Shlamim,” through consumption of which they fulfilled the
mitzvah of rejoicing in the festival.

E2 Daf 9: BUILDING OF THE FIRST BEIT HAMIKDASH
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When Am Yisrael entered Eretz Yisrael, they did not immediately
build the Beit HaMikdash. First, they offered korbanot (sacrifices)
in the mishkan (tabernacle) situated in the city of Gilgal. Then,
they transported the mishkan to various other locations.

King David engaged in preparatory work for the construction of
the Beit HaMikdash. He prepared silver and gold and acquired Mt.
Moriah from Araunah the Jebusite. He also built the foundations
of the Beit HaMikdash. However, the Beit HaMikdash itself was
built by King Solomon, King David’s son.

The work required to build the Beit HaMikdash took a few
years. It was completed in the month of Tishrei, 480 years after
B’nei Yisrael left Egypt. On this daf, we learn that all of Am
Yisrael gathered together in Jerusalem during Tishrei in order to
celebrate the dedication of the Beit HaMikdash. They rejoiced
with the greatest sense of jubilation.

Thefirst Beit HaMikdash stood for 410years until Nevuchadnezzar,
King of Babylonia, destroyed it and exiled the Jews to Babylonia.
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K2 Daf 10: COMMERCE ON CHOL HAMOED
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No commerce or trade was permitted to take place on Chol HaMo’ed
(intermediate days of the festival) — no purchases and no sales. On Chol
HaMo’ed, it was only permissible to acquire items needed for use during the
Chol HaMo’ed, e.g., milk, bread, or other food items necessary for the holiday.
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In certain instances, Chazal permitted the conduct of commerce on Chol
HaMo’ed to prevent damage or material loss. There is a difference
between “keren” (principal investment) and “revach” (profit). Suppose
Reuven had 10 bags of potatoes valued at 200 shekels (approximately
$64) per sack, and he can sell them to someone for 250 shekels
(approximately $80). The “keren” of these potatoes is 200 shekels, that’s
what they’re worth. The other 50 shekels (approximately $16) are
“revach.”

Chazal stated that if Reuven sees that the price of potatoes is
about to drop, and as a result, he will likely lose money, particularly
from his keren — then, he would be permitted to sell his potatoes
on Chol HaMo’ed to prevent that loss.
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D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT YITRO

What did Yitro do to merit having a parashah named after him; especially such
an important parashah which features ma’amad har Sinai (the great revelation
at Mt. Sinai)? One of the powerful messages it is possible to learn from Yitro
is the value and significance of “hearing.” Parashat Yitro begins: “VaYish’'ma
Yitro” (and Yitro heard). Despite his extremely advanced age, Yitro kept his
ears open his entire life— to hear, to listen, and to be receptive. Moreover, his
hearing remained sharp and clear, without selective filters for what would
have been pleasing to hear. As the Torah states: “Vayishma Yitro ... et kol
lasher asah HaShem” (Yitro heard everything God did).

One of the central elements of Judaism is to hear, i.e., “Shema Yisrael” (Hear, O
Israel). The essence of hearing is the perception that not everything begins with
me — rather, | belong to something greater, and it is to Him — the Creator of the
world— that | listen. For this reason, Yitro, “Possessor of hearing” is introduced
before the profound revelation at Sinai, whose entire essence can be expressed
by the phrase “na’aseh v’nishma” (we will do, and then we will hear).
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