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This learning is dedicated to the success of IDF soldiers, the healing of the injured, and the safe return of all our brothers and sisters to their homes.

Our brethren, from among the entire Jewish People
who are in distress and captivity,

whether they be on the sea or dry land,

May God have mercy on them,

and bring them from distress to comfort,

and from darkness to light,

and from sl y to

now, swiftly, and soon.

And let us say: Amen.

The word “baraita” is Aramaic; it means “external.” A baraita
is any teaching of Tannaim not included in the Shisha
Sidrei (six orders of) Mishnah, but written down as Rr»ag
part of other compositions, or transmitted orally and YI9T
incorporated into the Gemara. That is why they are E
referred to as “baraitot,” since they are outside the
Mishnah proper.

Most of the baraitot in our hands today deal with o s
matters of halakhah or explanations of different lessons
on verses in the Torah. However, there are also baraitot
that deal with halakhot of mussar (ethics) and derech eretz
(codes of appropriate behavior).

K} Daf 146: TYPES OF WEALTH
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There are wealthy people who own a lot of merchandise in warehouses.
For much of the year their merchandise is stored away and the extent of
their wealth is not evident. However, when market day comes, they open
the warehouses and the vastness of their holdings is revealed. Similarly,
there are talmidei chachamim whose greatness is expressed through
their profound expertise and remarkable memory for divrei halakhah
(legal teachings) they have heard. At any given time, the breadth of their
wisdom is not apparent. However, when one desires to clarify a specific Torah
teaching said in the name of a particular sage, one can turn to this type of
talmid chacham and he will immediately give the correct answer.

There are people who store merchandise without which one cannot live
(for example, wheat from which bread is made).
Similarly, there are talmidei chachamim who
are proficient in Talmud— Mishnah and
Gemara — and who deal with matters required
for determining halakhah. Their knowledge is
consistently sought out, as people need to know
how to conduct themselves.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 147-148

KX Daf 147: MIRACLES IN THE BEIT HAMIKDASH
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Chazal say there were a number of miracles that took place in the
Beit HaMikdash. One was that the wind never dispersed the smoke
that rose from the mizbe’ach (altar). The Talmud explains in Masechet
Yoma that this does not mean that the wind did not affect the smoke at
all, but that the wind moved, yet did not disperse, the pillar of smoke.

The Talmud adds that when the Beit
HaMikdash stood, everyone would look
toward the amud ashan (pillar of smoke)
on motzei Shemini Atzeret, since it was
regarded as an omen concerning the
amount of rainfall in the coming year.
If a southern wind blew and the smoke
pillar leaned to the north, they knew that
there would be plenty of rain that year. If a
northern wind blew and the smoke leaned
to the south, they knew that little rain would
fall. If a westerly wind blew and the pillar of
smoke leaned to the east, it was known that
a moderate amount of rain would fall. If the
smoke pillar leaned to the west, they knew it would be a year of drought.

K3 Daf 148: RECOVERY FROM NEAR FATAL ILLNESS
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Chazal instituted that a person who is ill and dying is permitted to
give away all his assets as a gift, even without a ma’aseh kinyan (a
formal act of acquisition). Such a person is known as a “Shechiv
Me’Ra” in Aramaic. The law states: “The words of a Shechiv Me’Ra
are considered as if they had been written down and as if they had
been delivered (to the heirs).” That is, if a person who is close to death
orders that his assets be given as a gift, is considered as if that person
performed a formal kinyan (acquisition) and wrote a shtar (document).

What is the ruling if, after the Shechiv Me’Ra
gave the gift of all his assets, he recovered from
his illness? Is it possible for the Shechiv Me’Ra
to claim: “I gave everything as a gift because |
thought | was about to die. Now that it’s clear
that | remain alive, that gift is cancelled”? The
Talmud instructs us that the Shechiv Me’Ra’s
claim is to be accepted.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 149-150

K} Daf 149: ACQUISITION BY EXCHANGE

On this daf one of the various types of kinyan is mentioned: “Kinyan
Chalifin” (acquisition by exchange). There are times when two
people want to buy and sell an item from each other. For example,
Gad has a cow and he walked to the shuk (market) to find a buyer.
In the shuk, he met a cattle salesperson who said to him: “Sell your
cow to me and ’ll sell my donkey to you. We will exchange them.”

In such a case, the cattle salesperson does not need to make any
formal kinyan of the cow. Gad acquires the donkey, and because
they exchange the cow and donkey between them, the
moment that Gad acquires the donkey, Gad’s cow
immediately becomes the property of the
cattle salesperson.

K2 Daf 150: THE MITZVAH OF THE FIRST SHEARING

Reisheet HaGez (first shearing) is one of 24 gifts given to
the kohanim. The mitzvah of Reisheet HaGez mandates
that a Jew who shears his sheep is required to give a
portion of the wool to the kohen.

Is an individual who shears only one sheep obligated to give
Reisheet HaGez? We learn in the Talmud that only a person
who shears five or more sheep is obligated in the mitzvah
of Reisheet HaGez. However, there are certain situations in
which—someone who shears five sheep nonetheless can be
exempt from Reisheet HaGez if the amount of wool sheared
successfully is minimal. Only if someone is able to shear at least
the weight of wool cited in the Talmud is he obligated to give.

“Sefer HaChinuch” (mitzvah 508) writes that the Torah granted
terumot u’ma’asrot (tithes), and additional gifts to the kohanim
so that food and maintenance were provided to them. The
mitzvah of Reisheet HaGez sees to it that the kohanim are
provided with the materials needed to make clothing.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 151

K2 Daf 151: THE MOTHER’S LAST WILL & TESTAMENT
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The Talmud teaches about two Amoraim who were brothers, Rabbi Rami
Bar Chama and Rav Ukva Bar Chama. The mother of these two Amoraim
was about to die and she gave all her assets, in a deathbed declaration, to
just one of her sons. In the evening, she gifted all her assets to Rami Bar
Chama; but the following day, she declared all her assets should go to
his brother, Rav Ukva Bar Chama.

After their mother passed away, Rami Bar Chama went to Rav
Sheshet to determine who was entitled to the assets. Rav
Sheshet replied: “They belong to you, Rami.” But Rav Ukva
Bar Chama went to Rav Nachman who ruled that the assets /
belonged to Ukva!

Rav Sheshet went to Rav Nachman and asked for
clarification of his p’sak halakhah (halakhic ruling). Rav
Sheshet asserted that the assets must belong to Rami

Bar Chama, since Rami’s mother first instructed that

he receive them and her subsequent retraction in favor

of his brother was of no consequence. Rav Nachman
overruled Rav Sheshet, noting that a deathly ill person
can retract his or her statement and confer the assets upon
someone else.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT CHAYEI SARAH
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Avraham sent his servant Eliezer to Haran to find a bride for his son
Yitzchak, and instructed him to vow that he would not choose a wife
for Yitzchak from the daughters of Canaan, citing their poor character
traits. This directive seems puzzling, given that Haran was known
for its idol worship and even Rivkah—Yitzchak’s eventual bride—was
raised in a household full of idols. Why then did Avraham prefer
his daughter-in-law to come from Haran rather than from the
Canaanites? In his commentaries, the "Ran" (Rabbi Nissim ben
Reuven of Gerona) explains that repenting from sins against God is
easier than amending inherent moral flaws. Avraham was aware of
the idolatry in Haran, yet he believed it possible to find a woman there
who embodied kindness and integrity, qualities he deemed most
crucial. Consequently, Avraham cautioned Eliezer against choosing a
wife from the Canaanites, known for their undesirable traits.
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