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& Daf 81: RAVA 237:%75 97 @
No less than 30 Amoraim named Rava are cited in the Talmud. With each of them, O'XYINK DWitYn ning X7 0NN Tnm
the nickname “Rava” is mentioned, with the addition of the father’s name, e.g., Rava DY NYOINA X H12'30 12TIN D71Q .N2) DRYWY
bar Abba, or along with the place they live. There is only one Amora referred to as , 012N DiPN NN IX ,XAX 12 X1 [iad 2NN
simply “Rava.” .DNO "R’ KN TNX 1
Rava was the son of Rav Yosef bar Hama, one of the notable people living in T2 NN 72 90i' 21 WY i A X
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the Babylonian city of Mechoza. In his youth, Rava learned Torah together
with his friend Abaye, from Abaye’s uncle, Rabbah. Rabbah testified that
both young men were destined to be great Torah scholars. Rava also learned
Torah with various Amoraim. Rav Hisda, whose daughter he eventually
married, was among Rava’s teachers, along with Rav Yosef and others.
Rava was extremely intelligent and very wealthy. How did he merit these
blessings? According to Rava, he prayed to God to have wisdom like Rav
Huna and wealth like Rav Hisda, and his prayers were answered.
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After the death of Abaye, who served as the Rosh Yeshiva of Pumbedita, DAY WUKYYT N2 2N NN LRD'TANIoA
Rava was appointed to take his place. Rava established a yeshiva in the city TNX AN'AY ,XTINN 1WA iINY'Y! DX D7) N
of Mechoza, a suburb of Pumbedita, and also served as its dayan (judge/legal VI'RY 192 .[*T2 DA UR'Y A2 ,XN'TANIO "219N
authority). As was the case with his friend Abaye, when Rava died the dome of the Y3 N9'D NNAWI X1 109IYWH DA ,“AX NN DY
bridge on the Tigris River shattered. .n'za‘-[ phk]
K} Daf 82: WHOM SHOULD WE BELIEVE? 7Rt 07 378 91 Q
A man rented a donkey to accompany him on a trip. The owner cautioned the AT? iny NRY? 1inn WY DR Nwyn
renter: “Travel on the path that passes through the City of Narash, so you won’t n'];_}iu.j MNT2 ?]'1" MDiwn nx AT '\'Di{JY;J.'J
have to travel through water. Do not use the route that passes by the Pekod ,0'A2 M2 1i1¥'1 0" N"-?l{_) YUY W nT
River, since | fear the water will harm the donkey.” After a while, the renter returned Ti97 NAOND 1022 NNQIYD T2 17N IR 12X
and informed the owner that the donkey had died. The renter added: “Although | did nn |t aNXY .innY 17'T' DAY X WYin
not heed your advice and | traveled by way of the Pekod River, you should know that 'J?IW_JV; NY IjmiN -Tl.fJ Ninnn” :'“.3.'5! WinJD 1N

there was no water there, and the donkey’s death was not my fault. Therefore, | am
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exempt from paying for it.” 2Y A7 VT X T2 20 T TR 7207
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Should the renter’s claim that there was no water in the Pekod River be believed? 'Hll?y Dl?wlm Mo

Rava maintains the renter is trustworthy because, had the renter chosen to lie,

there was no need to make up stories. The renter could have just said that he had ?Ti9 7012 D' ' N7Y N7 [AX) NID DXD
taken the Narash City route, as instructed, and the donkey had died. However, nMONID DRY 7a M) NMINY X KD
Abaye says that, since the Pekod River is always full of water, we cannot believe Nl ,0MI9'o N'XY,J?'? ANX A N9 Rin NpY

the renter and must charge him for the value of the donkey. ind ,uM wa MT MW it WYl o
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K Daf 83: WORKERS’ RIGHTS oyian nivar 7 91 3
The seventh perek (chapter) of the masechet begins on this daf and is entitled -1-3?,-_1':7 Y N7 '7'7)UJ I-"QWLJ'? 2vi9 |2 D'M20n DY
“HaSocher et haPoalim” (One who hires workers). Like the previous perek, this D'20i1 790 Din NIk DX :7UnY7 NNDYD NV DNIX
perek also deals with the halakhot of renting and hiring. In the first Mishnah of DWY N2 A ,nTiAw) 70n2 1'NY 0'YioY nnY
the perek, we learn that certain details of the arrangement between an employer nya ox 179X ,A'NY DA% NNY 2'n 0'Wisn NX
and employee are applicable even if never explicitly mentioned at the time of -gng ,JINT .n-jm NY .nl'."_..jig;_\ nNDwN 'H_J. 'IYJD'QE:J'
hiring. For example, in a place where it is customary to give workers water to .DiPAN 20N XN NNDYWD DI0NY D'QD'? (U]

drink while they are on the job, an employer who hires workers
must provide water, even if, at the time they agreed to be hired,
the workers did not mention this. Why? Because it is assumed
that the hiring agreement accords with the minhag hamakom (the
custom of the locale).
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In the Mishnah we learn about an additional rule concerning the hiring
of workers for one workday. From when, and until when, are such
workers obligated to work? Where the workers are accustomed
to begin their workday immediately upon sunrise and conclude n2'o N7 DX DA ,NT DiFNA
at sunset, the workers must do this even if they did not explicitly - 72 1WYY Yniona DR'X
agree to it when the work parameters were set. 2 :lin;'? D'2'N DD

K Daf 84: THIEF-CATCHER

Rabbi Elazar son of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai met the person designated to NANND DX W29 ,'KNi* 12 |ivny 21 7¢ 12 TyiR 20
apprehend thieves and said to him: “How do you know that the people you are D'YIXDY VTI' NAX M 7 MK 0 N7 W

catching are indeed thieves? Let me give you advice: Tour the city in the
morning and see if you find a tired man drinking a glass of wine and
dozing off. If you do, it is plausible to assume that he is a thief who
‘worked’ at night. Just be careful to ascertain whether he may be a talmid
chacham, who was studying Torah all night, or a worker who agreed to
get up early. If he is not a talmid chacham and he is not a worker, it
appears he is likely a thief.”
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They heard Elazar’s wise advice in the king’s palace and decided that
Rabbi Elazar himself would be appointed to the position of thief-
catcher. He had no choice and was forced to catch thieves and
send them to trial before the king’s judges. Many times the judges
would find the alleged thieves guilty and sentence them to death.
Some chachamim suspected that Rabbi Elazar was not acting properly.
They sent Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karcha to say to Rabbi Elazar: “How long
are you going to hand over God’s people to be killed?” Rabbi Elazar
replied: “l eliminate thorns from the vineyard.” In other words, he was
saying that Am Yisrael is like God’s vineyard, and he was clearing the
vineyard of “thorns” (evildoers). Rabbi Yehoshua did not agree and said
to him: “Let the vineyard owner come and eliminate His own thorns.”

He meant by this that it is not the job of men to kill thieves and that if God wants N7 y¥in' 27 .0'WYNn - '0YIiR'0N D20 DX NN
them to die, He can do it Himself. “1'¥ip X 0'72'1 D120 w2 R :i7 MKl iny 00N
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K Daf 85: STYLES OF LEARNING IN ERETZ YISRAEL
& BABYLONIA: AN HALAKHIC DISCOURSE

During the Talmudic period, the yeshivot in Eretz Yisrael and

Babylonia had differing methods of learning.
In Babylonia, when a talmid chacham stated

his halakhic opinion, a discussion would begin

in the beit midrash (house of study). His fellow

talmidei chachamim would seek to expose

difficulties with his words and to undermine

his opinion. He would respond by providing

answers to their questions and countering

any refutations. The purpose was definitively

to determine the halakhah.

In Eretz Yisrael, there was another custom.
When one talmid chacham began a halakhic
discourse, others would patiently listen with
interest and think about whether they might
have a question. If so, they would try to find
a solution to the question, but they were not
accustomed to do so by arguing the point.

K3 Daf 86: RABBAH BAR NACHMANI ESCAPES

THE ROYAL POLICE
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On this daf we learn about the events leading to the death of the Amora
Rabbah Bar Nachmani, one of the Gedolei HaDor in Babylonia.
Rabbah Bar Nachmani is generally referred to simply as “Rabbah.” He
was Abaye’s uncle and teacher. He also taught Torah to Rava.

Once, someone informed on Rabbah to the non-Jewish
authorities, alleging that Rabbah was causing them to
incur heavy losses. As was customary in that era, many
Jews left their work for two months each year (one in the
summer and one in the winter) to learn Torah. No fewer
than 12,000 people gathered to learn with Rabbah.
The informers told the king: “You should know that
because of Rabbah’s teaching, the Jews are idle for two
full months of the year and do not pay taxes. As a result,
you lose a lot of revenue.” Reacting to this, the king
wanted to kill Rabbah, who fled from place to place.
Finally, the king’s emissaries were able to imprison
Rabbah in one of his hiding places.

Rabbah prayed to Hashem and the walls of the house
collapsed. He fled to a marsh where he sat on the
fallen trunk of a palm tree and began studying Torah.
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K2 Daf 87: RABBAH BAR NACHMANI — A CONTINUATION
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At that same time, there was a disagreement in the Heavenly Academy regarding a
doubtful case of leprosy. Some contended that it rendered the sufferer tahor (ritually
clean); others argued that it rendered him tamei (ritually unclean). It was said in Heaven:
“We will bring Rabbah here and he will decide the matter.”
However, the Angel of Death was unable to take Rabbah’s 7. ) j“ 4’ >

soul. Because Rabbah was learning Torah, even the Angel ’S:\ 9\4‘:7 B ff

of Death could not overcome him. -~ o ) -
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searching for him. Rabbah said: “I am pleased to die
b’Yadai Shamayim (at God’s hand) rather than be caught
by the king.” Rabbah immediately died. As he was dying,
Rabbah determined that the leprosy question about which
the Heavenly Academy argued should be decided in favor
of the view that leprosy rendered a person tahor (ritually
clean). Immediately, a bat kol (Divine voice) emerged: “Be joyous, Rabbah, that your
body is tahor and your soul departed b’tahara (in ritual cleanliness).” This meant
that, at the time of his death, Rabbah had uttered the word “tahor.”

X IMNXR WONND D'WND HTA Y WV INTY
T 09AX N7¢ 12721 DY T2 THNY 7210 :020
T2 iR 2 190N TN7AN .21 09 TN AMD
1NN IMITIR 72 N7An 2 N2 709 iN'V
i M ARY' TNIINY - NN Y N
NNV ANNYI AXRY! NY 21AY 112 IR
JMINY” N7PAD NX NAN KID IN'VD NYAY NI

N9 ,N20 7Y N RDTANIO N79) NYY ANIK2
72 7092 19N 12 N2V ;A 2N NIILDNYA 0
ANIRYN N7 X INA72 7ioy7 T2 T RY! 0'NdND
040N DiPN 2vn NN DMI9Y NZN72 1'NINY TV
v i91a 7y 7¥n7 DINY DMy Ry a0 T

N2 NXARYNT DY7? D70 Wiy 0 N0

Simultaneously, a note fell from Heaven, in Rabbah’s home town of Pumbedita.
On it was written: “Rabbah Bar Nachmani has died.” All the chachamim went
out immediately to attend to Rabbah’s burial. However, they did not find him
until they noticed a band of birds continuously circling around a certain place.
Then they understood that the birds were sent by Heaven to shade Rabbah’s
corpse from the sun. They went to that location and found Rabbah’s body.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT BEHAR

Whereas the beginning of the Book of Leviticus focuses on the
service that took place in the most sacred and spiritual place for
the Jewish people—the Beit HaMikdash —the chumash concludes
with sections dealing with the simple, mundane activity that is the
province of every Jew: working the land. Parashat Behar is filled
with laws related to farming and the sale of land, and it addresses
commandments intended to guide us on how to conduct our social
and practical lives. The special opening of the parashah, which
emphasizes that the commandment of the shmittah year was
given to Moshe on Mount Sinai, is meant to teach us that, just as
with the Divine revelation at the beginning of the book surrounding
the Temple service, the name of God is also revealed in the work of
the land and in everyday life when a person lives and fulfills these
commandments according to God's will.
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