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Seder Nezikin | Masechet Bava Batra 19 25 | Shabbat’ Parashat Balak I '8-14 Tammuz (July 14-20)

B paf 19: MATERIALS THAT EMIT HEAT oin orbhisy orwin 7 91 @
On Friday, up until Shabbat begins, it is permissible to cover up a hot pot, ,ON 'O |'AVDY NN (‘Y'Y DiY) NAY 1WA
wrapping it with blankets and pillows in order to retain its heat until the time of 2V NinY'Y T ,0M221 NIDMYA iNiR qivyY
the meal. After the onset of Shabbat, however, Chachamim prohibited covering a pot, MOX ANYY NAYA 72X .Y AT TV inin
lest the pot’s owner feel it was not sufficiently U XY 1'0 ['avn’7 oman
warm and, while covering the pot to preserve - T DN X 'enYy 'en wa
its warmth might be tempted to heat up the pot il 19 1'ON NNLVNA 1Y NN
over fire. M l;egpthoseawayfrom‘hewaHS! ! : MiX DaN' NN L iin 7Y 1INy
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There are items the Talmud calls: “mosifim ( 4 £ 4 ‘

hevel” (adding steam). In other words, heat \ ; D7 Xip TN7RNY 02T DY
emitters. This refers to special types of stones " . J DY 12T - “7an n'9roin”
and various materials that emit heat. Chazal : “" azein - W 012X 'A02 124TN .0Din D'YYiD
also prohibited covering pots with these items DY2VY DY DNINQ NITRIM
on Erev Shabbat. ‘ NOX N7X DMQTA .0in vI79Y?
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Why did Chazal bring up Hilchot Shabbat 4 E -
(laws of Shabbat) in Masechet Bava Batra? N20N2 NAY NidN RN VI
Because we learn that these heat-emitting n"ml'WJ 19N NKXT ?NN2 X2
materials are likely to harm structures. Therefore, a person who wishes to 7'1"\'1 n"n'w ,nin n'lJ'1I9l'J I'1'1'1 D"NiNNY
store these materials must be careful to distance them from the walls of their ,n'm? D"Mnin |Qlj|?_('? 'mlug) DTN p'zg ,n';'_jm'?
neighbor’s building. 10V 7Y maan *mion p'nnY? Topal X
CQ Daf 20: RITUAL IMPURITY OF POTTERY o7 *72 nxnw va 41
one who touches a corpse, or is present in the same house as a corpse 72am - N1 iNiNa IR X¥XNA X N2 YN
contracts tum’ah (ritual impurity), even without physically touching the D270 ! 17K ,NNA YA iKY 179K DXNIL
dead. By contrast, other items that taint with impurity only UKD 0 O'NRUR D'RNUND
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do so upon being physically touched. One who became
tamei (impure) from exposure to a corpse turns into an
“Av ha’Tum’ah,” a source of ritual impurity. Others would
become impure only if they physically touched the Av
ha’Tum’ah. MM T WYY D7 N7 9T
NXRION DRY 000N HUYY 72
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On this daf we learn that there is a special law, regarding
vessels made from clay. Such vessels, if touched by
impurity on the outside, do not become ritually impure. The
Torah stipulates that a person who has the status of “Av
ha’Tum’ah,” and holds a clay vessel does not cause the
vessel to become tamei. Only if the tum’ah is inside the
vessel does it become tamei.
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K3 Daf 21: THE MITZVAH OF TALMUD TORAH
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Parents are obligated to teach their children Torah, in accordance with
that which we recite twice daily in Shema: “v’limadtem otam et b’neichem
I’daber bam,” — “and you will teach them to your children to speak of
them”. Many years ago, that is what everyone did. There were no organized
schools or Talmud Torah institutions. Every father taught his children Torah.
After some time, the Chachamim saw there was a problem. For example, an
orphaned child who had no father did not learn Torah. Therefore, they decided
to establish Talmud Torah schools. The first Talmud Torah was founded in
Jerusalem, where Chachamim hired a melamed (a Torah educator) to
teach the children.

in Jerusalem, in fulfillment of the verse: “Ki MiZion teitzeh Torah,
u’dvar HaShem mi’Yerushalayim” — “For Torah will go forth
from Zion, and the word of God from Jerusalem”. Tosafot explains
that because of the holiness of Jerusalem, and because the children
saw the kohanim busy with the work of the Beit HaMikdash, they were
infused with a sense of seriousness and a great desire to learn. After some
time, the Chachamim realized that there was another problem to be solved
— there were children who could not easily reach Jerusalem. Therefore, the
Chachamim decided to establish Talmud Torah schools in each region. Later,
it was decided to establish a Talmud Torah in every city. With Talmud Torahs
existing in every city, children were sent to learn, beginning at age 6 or 7,
approximately the age at which children enter first grade today.
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The Talmud explicitly states that the first Talmud Torah was established ;G'
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K3 Daf 22: HEAD OF THE EXILE, EXILARCH
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The Jews were exiled to Babylonia following the destruction of the first Beit
HaMikdash. Even after the second Beit HaMikdash was built, many Jews
continued to live in Babylonia for centuries. During the Amoraic period,
Babylonia was the Torah learning capital of the Jewish world. This remained so

until the end of the Geonic period.

During, and for some time following, the Talmudic
period, there was an appointed official position
in Babylonia called the “Reish Galuta” — Head
of the Exile, or Exilarch. The Reish Galuta was
authorized by the king to oversee all Jewish
matters in the kingdom. The Reish Galuta had
authority to judge Jews and deliver punishment
when necessary. The Reish Galuta acted like a
king. He had servants and a luxurious home. He
wore impressive clothing and the Chachamim of
the Talmud accorded him respect. The position of
Reish Galuta was reserved for descendants of King David.
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K} Daf 23: BUILDING A PIGEON COOP B 93 n33 2372 97

Chazal were particularly strict regarding matters bein adam D'YIXY ,iN2N7 DTN |'2Y DV TikN 17970 71N
I’chaveiro (between a man and his fellow, or interpersonal DDV |2 N7PR K¥YN KWL WY TNX T2 1NN XY
relations). They instituted rules to prevent people from causing . .D'9NIY iR
damage to each other and to eliminate mishaps between nd70n N 2% MWD nilwnn nid7an nnx
neighbors and partners. A person interested in building a D1i"7 72iY iYY NVYW2 NiY ["1YND DTRY NINIXD
pigeon coop on his/her own property needs to place it a distance 25_36 PRITRY n'TQJ) W'Qn In nimx 5'0 n.in9'7 i.‘!'lﬁa'f .':]"1:{
of at least 50 amot (approximately 25-30 meters) from the city, so — Jinn D,Q'{m nN ~|T-')JT'| Wv'u'77~|94m' NG d-ii~'nuf ,’_D‘ (WU'YTJ
that the birds won'’t take the seeds out of the city’s gardens. - ' Pl S TS T T ST :Tli]'Z\ _1

. 471

This halakhah highlights the great concern Chazal
showed for the personal property of others and
the extent to which they enacted regulations to
prevent damage being caused to a person or his
possessions. On the one hand, it is every person’s
right to build a pigeon coop on his/her own property.
But on the other hand, Chazal took care that no
damage would be done to the environment or to the
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L) Daf 24: A WINE BARREL FLOATING IN THE RIVER 7133 1H%w 1 nvan 170 9783

In a certain city, there was a group of fisherman who hurried back 022 N7XIN AT 7Y 077 NRY DT NYAR NN NNX 1WA
home after a successful night of fishing on the river. On their way back ,M'eN T N9XY NN 1712 qin? D112 .9inY 21 Nm
home, the fishermen came across a barrel floating next to their ship. 2¢j "¢ NTA INY |10 M ANYN NNNY 17'3 DNYN9NY
To their surprise, they discovered that the barrel was filled with wine. NIN DXDI DT M0 'Y MY 102700 DD NN MoK NN
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Since Chazal prohibited drinking the wine
of non-Jews, the fishermen debated the
questions of the ownership of the wine
and whether it was permissible to drink it.
After studying Masechet Bava Batra, daf
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24, the fishermen realized that, according
to the approach of the Amora Ravy, if a
barrel is found in the river opposite a
city populated by Jews, one can surmise
that the barrel originated from that city.
It would therefore not be considered
“vayn nesech” (wine of non-Jews).
Accordingly, it would be permissible to
drink such wine.
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K Daf 25: RAV HISDA

The Amora Rav Hisda lived in Babylonia during the second generation of
Amoraim. Until the age of 30, Rav Hisda was privileged to learn Torah directly from
Rav, who was a member of the first generation of Amoraim, and had himself learned
Torah directly from Tannaim. Rav Hisda was still an infant when Rav established his
yeshivah in the city of Sura. Nevertheless, Hisda still had the privilege of learning
Torah directly from Ray, because Rav lived a very long life.

Rav Hisda started out as a pauper. Hisda confessed he did not
eat any vegetables during that period, since eating greens
stimulates one’s appetite and Rav Hisda was so poor that he
feared his appetite might overcome him and he would have

no financial means to satisfy his hunger. Later on, Rav Hisda
earned his livelihood brewing beer and became wealthy.

Why did Rav Hisda deserve wealth? Rav Hisda said

of himself: “l meticulously observed the mitzvah of
netilat yadayim (using large handfuls of water for ritual
handwashing); therefore, God provided me with a handful
of wealth”. Rav Hisda also owned vineyards and employed
sharecroppers to work his land. Rav Hisda became quite rich. As

Rav Shreira Gaon noted, Rav Hisda funded the building of one of the
Babylonian yeshivot.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT BALAK

Balaam was greatly angered by his donkey's behavior. She had
crushed his foot in her attempt to escape from God's angel who had
appeared before her. Eventually, the angel also revealed himself to
Balaam, and Balaam apologized for his disdain toward his donkey,
saying, “l have sinned, for | did not know that you stood before me.”
One might ask: What was Balaam's sin if he neither saw nor knew
[there was an angel of God before him]? Do we punish people who
cannot see or understand? The answer is that Balaam was full of
pride and believed that he saw and knew everything. He failed to
understand and accept that there were things beyond his grasp and
recognition, which is the reason why he was angry at his donkey's
strange behavior. Only after the angel revealed himself did Balaam
realize his mistake, and he apologized for assuming he had the full
picture, which later proved to be incomplete and partial.
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