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Seder Moed | Masechet Ta’anit Shabbat  Parashat

&3 Daf 23: 1 WILL GRANT RAIN FOR YOUR LAND, IN ITS TIME”

23-29 | VaYigash |

In Kri’at Shema we recite the verse “ve’Natati m’tar artze’chem
be’eeto” (I will grant rain in its time). When Am Yisrael behaves in
accordance with the Torah, God provides rain at the proper time.
What is the meaning of the phrase “to grant rain
in its time”? This refers to the time when everyone
prefers rain to fall, specifically when people are
not out walking the streets. Nighttime is the ideal
time for rain to fall.

Shimon ben Shetach, who lived approximately
150 years before the destruction of the Second
Beit HaMikdash, was the gadol hador (greatest
Torah scholar of his generation) — who led Am
Yisrael in the ways of Torah and mitzvot. God was generous with
his generation, and made rain fall only on Tuesday and Friday nights.
Gigantic wheat kernels grew in the fields and the fruits of that era were
large and praiseworthy.

K Daf 24: THE RIGHTEOUS TEACHER OF TORAH

1-7 Tevet (Dec. 5-11)
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Once, the amora Rav stayed in a city where there was a drought. Though
he decreed a ta’anit tzibur (communal fast), nevertheless no rain fell. Then,
when the community began to pray for rain, one of the city’s residents
approached the bimah to serve as chazzan. When the man said “mashiv
haruach” (Who causes the wind to blow), immediately the wind began to
blow; and when he said “moreed hageshem,” (Who makes rain fall), the
rain indeed began to fall.

After the prayer service, Rav approached the chazzan
hoping to ascertain precisely which ma’asim tovim the
man performs that God would immediately heed his
prayers. The man told Rav: | teach Torah to young
children, and some of the students who learn with
me are children of needy parents who do not have
the means to pay my fee. Nevertheless, | teach them
in exactly the same manner that | teach the children
of the wealthy parents who pay me a salary.”

The melamed (Torah educator) added that if he noticed that one of the
children had no desire to learn on a particular day, he promised him a
fish as a gift so that the student would develop renewed interest in his
Torah studies. Rav said: “Such a righteous Jew, who teaches Torah for
free to children of the needy, and gives prizes paid for from his own
pocket so that they will study Torah, certainly God hears his prayers.”
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K Daf 25: THE MIRACLES OF RABBI HANINA BEN DOSA XD+ 13 K217 #3770 o3t 173 97

The tanna rabbi Hanina ben Dosa was such a great tzaddik that God N"1pnw ,%iT1 N3 PrIY N0 ROIT 12 R1IN 1271 NAAD
loved him and fulfilled all of his requests. Once, after the start of NN ,hr_n_z oya .1'nivpa 73 mj 071 iniN 20N
Shabbat, Rabbi Hanina saw his daughter was sad — because when it gg.'p ,N2INY inAW NN 20 n}g ni,l'liJD nowa
was time to light candles, she accidentally poured vinegar, ' NATD N ,NAW NN N20Y Aywaw
instead of oil, into the vessel in which the candle was lit 13{{) 1930 7iNY 1Y nipna \(ig‘n myigj

and she knew the fire would shortly be extinguished. vyn TiVY nyT! R'01,730 NN DP9
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Rabbi Hanina said to her: “My daughter, don’t be sad. -
Who told the oil to burn? HaShem! He can also instruct
the vinegar to burn.” And indeed, Hashem performed a
miracle on that Shabbat, and the candles lit with vinegar
continued to burn until motzei shabbat — until after the

havdalah candle was kindled from them.
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Once, a neighbor came to see Rabbi Hanina and shared

that she was sad because she had built a house, but the N NINNT NN 1277 N1aW N2 DYa
ceiling beams the builders placed on the roof were not long enough to DNIan MY ninipn N ,nm nNIAW 1an NNy
reach the walls, leaving a hole in the roof of the house. Rabbi Hanina .20 212 1IN 1NiN L, aon NiaN ]Q;N n"an a1 9y
blessed her: “Let the walls of your house be lengthened.” And, J1aNT .30 ninip 131¥h7" ;,-..IT{{N 772 N3N "2
behold, the walls “grew” and were lengthened. ' -13181.1;11 ;"lm‘.-\!,l" nan Yy nivipa
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The mitzvah of Birkat Kohanim is called Nesi’at Kapayim (raising of the palms), 1190 ,”D193 NR'W1” N3an 07103 na1a” nixn
because the kohanim raise the palms of their hands when they bless B’nei AYWA DN Niaa NN (D'N) DINWil DAY
Yisrael. In Eretz Yisrael it is customary for kohanim to bless B’nei Yisrael during D:;:_jij 7&-11{)1' vINa :'7&11"{)’. 112 NN 1'3131_;,3 Dy
both the Shacharit (morning) and Musaf (additional) services. Kohanim do not N%ana1 NNy n%ana Y8Iw? 112 N8 1129 0030
raise their hands [in blessing] during the Minchah (afternoon) service (except Ny D'RWil DR D102 NJwa Nint 922 .q01n

for the Minchah service on a ta’anit (fast day) .(n"yn YW nNann yin) nnan N7ana nn'aa
Why? Because a kohen who drank wine is not permitted to recite Birkat
Kohanim. As such, the chachamim decreed that no kohen would raise
his hands during the Minchah prayer service, out of concern that a kohen
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previously drank wine with his lunch. From what source do we learn that DWTI' 1R .0M¥D DDIIRA T AW
a kohen who drank wine is not permitted to recite Birkat Kohanim? n372” 712% Ww1 i1 1" AW 102y
Immediately after the verses in which the laws concerning the nazir (ascetic) D1ﬁqoﬂa D'NRORY NN TR ?”0Ina
are written, the Torah writes about the mitzvah of Nesi‘at Kapayim. n¥ NNiAD N2Dia L1130 Niavn 12n21 0Nl
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Why did the Torah place these two items alongside each other? To advise

us that just as the nazir is prohibited from drinking wine, so too a person ™Y T2 ?AT T¥YY N7 N1inn DNiN Nana yiTn
who wishes to recite Birkat Kohanim is prohibited from drinking wine. This Y11 72,17 iAWY W1 1278 113w 1021 117
interpretative tool is called “smoochim” (juxtaposition), it refers to cases when it YT M nimgj"; i% 10N , 07102 DQ'!;TL 1729
an interpretation is learned from the fact two verses are close to each other, D108 WY 730 YT D TRIYYW ,”012100” n11n
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K Daf 27: MEMBERS OF THE NON-PRIESTLY WATCH
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What were the “ma’amadot” (non-priestly watches)? When a
person offered a kornban (sacrifice), they would go to the Beit
HaMikdash and stand there while the korban was being offered.

Who stood in the Beit HaMikdash while the korban that belonged
to every member of Am Yisrael was offered? Did the entirety of
Am Yisrael go to the Beit HaMikdash every day to stand next
to the korban? That would have been impossible! Therefore,
the chachamim arranged for select groups of kohanim, leviim,
and yisraelim to stand in the Beit HaMikdash as the communal
korban was offered and serve as representatives of the entirety of
Am Yisrael. These weekly designated groupings were called “anshei
ma’amad” (literally, men of standing, appointed proxies), because
these men stood in the Beit HaMikdash next to the korban.

Members of anshei ma’amad would fast most days of the
week, and would read Torah each day. On Sunday, they read
the portion of Breisheet that records what God created on the
first day. On Monday, they read the portion that chronicled
the creations of the second day. This was their customary
practice each day of the week. Even in the cities across Eretz
Yisrael, people would gather in synagogues to fast and pray that
the korbanot be willingly received.

K3 Daf 28: “DESCENDANTS OF SULMAI”
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On this daf, we learn about a family whose name was “B’nei
Sulmai” (descendants of Sulmai). Why was this family called
“B’nei Sulmai”? During the time of the Second Beit HaMikdash,
when the Greeks controlled Eretz Yisrael, they decreed a
prohibition against bringing wood to the Temple for the purpose
of kindling the fire on the mizbe’ach (altar). To prevent Jews from
bringing wood to the Beit HaMikdash, the Greeks posted
guards on the roads leading to Jerusalem.

The members of this family carried out a ploy, or ruse.
They took wood, assembled ladders from these pieces,
and began walking in the direction of Jerusalem. When
they arrived at the checkpoint, the guards inquired:
“Where are you going with that wood?” The Jews replied:
“Don’t you see that these are ladders? We are going to
bring down baby birds from the trees.” After the guards
permitted them to continue on their way, they disassembled
the ladders and brought the wood to the Beit HaMikdash. This
is how there was sufficient wood to offer korbanot in the Beit
HaMikdash. The descendants of this family came to be known as
“B’nei Sulmai,” an allusion to the Hebrew word for ladder (sulam).
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K DAF 29: THE 9TH OF AV —
A DAY OF TRAGEDY FOR ALL GENERATIONS
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According to tradition, many tragedies befell the Jewish people on 9 Av.
As our ancestors wandered through the desert, it was on 9 Av that the
Heavenly decree was imposed upon them that they would be permitted
to enter Eretz Yisrael only after the death of the Exodus generation.
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The First Beit HaMikdash and the Second Beit HaMikdash were both
destroyed on 9 Av. The First Beit HaMikdash was destroyed

during the time of King Tzidkiyahu, (3338 on the Jewish (. =
calendar); the Second Beit HaMikdash was destroyed
during the time of Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai (3828
on the Jewish calendar). On the 9th of Av, the Romans
conquered the town of Beitar and killed all its residents.

The expulsion of the Jews from Spain, which occurred
about five hundred years ago, transpired on 9 Av. Before
the expulsion, Spanish Jewry flourished and was the most
glorious Diaspora Jewish community. Among them were
Talmidei Chachamim, scholars of general knowledge,
wealthy Jews, and Jewish ministers in the king’s court. But
suddenly, the evil King Ferdinand and the wicked queen Isabella decided that
any Jew who did not agree to convert to Christianity would be expelled from
Spain. The Jews left Spain on 9 open and many of them died as a result
of the tragedy and affliction they suffered.
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D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT VAYIGASH e
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One of the difficult questions that arises in Parashat VaYigash is: Why did Yosefnot D73 N -N'0 11NW1921 N1V NiYpn Ni%NWa noN

reveal to his father that he has alive in Egypt. Why didn’t Yosef send a message
to Ya'akov immediately, informing his father that his brothers had sold him to the
Egyptians and that he was the serving as viceroy to the king? Many answers
have been suggested, including the important answer of the “Ohr HaChayim
HaKadosh,” who emphasizes the importance of caution regarding halbanat p’nei
chavero (humiliating a fellow). “Or HaChayim” explains that Yosef did not want to
embarrass his brothers in front of their father. As chazal said: “It is better for a person
to drop himself into the fiery furnace than to publicly embarrass another person.”
Yosef thought that if Ya’akov knew about the plot perpetrated by his brothers, it
might harm the well-being of the tribes of Israel, and so Yosef preferred to keep
things to himself, and not actively reveal to his father how he ended up in Egypt.

VITn ?071¥N2 D NINW 1R Nivi%n vanny qoi'y
078N ININ 1720 D'NND "2 TN 19R2 19 NYW N9 NN
127 %Y 120321 Nial Nizwn 239707 njwna NI 121
J"WiTRn 0N 1iNY YW n21wna inawn 12in1 ,01
.112n "4 naa%on nIaTo MAaTwn Yy nial nTRnn
1NN NN W27 N¥Y N7 D"y, "Dvnn 1iNT aon
inyy 2797w 0INY 2pIn” 971N 1INRW in2 17N 7N
72T -0MND YW DDRTR Y YT 1"AN ApY? ONWY
QTTYR 1271 ,9NWT 01w YW DRivwa yaay 7%y
2TVPN 19RA YYAY N1 ingy? 01270 DN N 901"

.D1I¥NY 727300 TY'2 17ANY Ni9aA

_/

FOUNDER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: MEIR JAKOBSOHN
EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR & EDITOR: RABBI AVI RATH
BOARD CHAIRMAN: HAIM FREILICMAN, C.P.A.
"HXw? Tnbn

SPONSORED BY:

MEDISN

TALMUD ISRAELI—DAF YOMI FOR US
112 W. 34TH ST, 18TH FL * NY, NY 10120

GAL NAOR: cHAIR, DAF YOMI FOR US
YAEL SCHULMAN: piRr, DAF YOMI FOR US

www.talmudisraeli.org « yael@talmudisraeli.co.il

TEL. 914/413-3128




