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This learning is dedicated to the success of IDF soldiers, the healing of the injured, and the safe retumn of all our brothers and sisters to their homes.
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whether they be on the sea or dry land,
May God have mercy on them,

and bring them from distress to comfort,
and from darkness to light,
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now, swiftly, and soon.
And let us say: Amen.

. Daf 12: INTERCALATION OF THE YEAR

The Jewish people gauge the months according to the phases of the lunar cycle. Every time
the moon reappears anew, it marks the beginning of the new month. The moon completes
12 full rotations every 355 days (to be more precise, slightly more than 354 days). In
contrast, the earth completes one full rotation around the sun in 365 days. The pace
that the earth revolves around the sun sets the seasons of the year. The lunar calendar
is out of sync with the solar calendar by approximately 11 days each year.

Therefore, every few years it is necessary to add one month to the year. This creates
a 13-month year on the Jewish calendar, known as a “shana me’uberet” (leap year). If
a month were not to be added from time-to-time, then after several years, the month of
Nissan (in which Pesach is celebrated) would occur in the winter and not in the spring as is
required. Nowadays, the leap years are prearranged. However, in antiquity the Sanhedrin
would periodically convene to decide which years were to become leap years — and this
practice will be reinstated in the future when the Sanhedrin returns. One of the halachot
regarding leap years is that the month of Adar is the only month that may be repeated.
That is why every leap year contains an “Adar Aleph” and an “Adar Bet.” There will never
be a “Shevat Aleph” and “Shevat Bet” and this holds true regarding every other month.

K Daf 13: COMMUNAL SIN OFFERING
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There are certain severe aveirot (offenses) for which an inadvertent offender is required to
bring a korban chatat (sin offering). At the beginning of Masechet Keritot the Mishnah lists 36
of these severe aveirot. This daf of Taimud deals with the situation in which the elders of the
Sanhedrin erred by issuing a heter (lenient ruling) and the entire nation subsequently
acted according to that erroneous ruling. As a result, everyone committed a severe
aveira (transgression) that would ordinarily require bringing a korban chatat.

In such a case, individuals are not required to bring a korban chatat, rather, a

single korban chatat is brought in the name of the entire community. This

communal offering is called “Par he’elem davar shel tzibbur”.

“He’elem Davar” is an offering to atone for a sin that was committed as
a result of a hidden prohibition. When a private citizen brings a korban chatat,
he places his hands on the head of the korban and confesses his sin. Who is
fit to place his hands on the head of the “Par he’elem davar shel tzibbur”?
Three of the elders of the Sanhedrin. This case is one of the types of cases
listed in Masechet Sanhedrin in which three judges are required.
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Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 14-15

K3 Daf 14: RABBI YEHUDAH BEN BAVA
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Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bava lived during the period following Bar Kochba'’s
failed revolt against the Romans. At that time, the Roman Emperor Hadrian
levied many harsh decrees upon the Jews, including an attempt to stop the
functioning of Torah courts. In ancient times, dayanim (rabbinic judges)
would receive ordination from a team of three scholars, of whom at least
one was previously ordained. This system yielded dayanim who received
s’micha (ordination) from a long chain of authorized religious leaders
dating back to Yehoshua Bin Nun, who was ordained by Moshe Rabbeinu.
Hadrian banned s’micha and wanted to end the chain of
ordination and the authority of the Sages. He decreed
that any rabbi who ordained his student to be a judge
would be killed; any chacham who becomes ordained
would be killed; and any city in which ordinations take
place would be destroyed.

Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava decided to give his life for
the sake of saving the chain of ordination. He invited
five chachamim to a field between the cities Shefar’am
and Usha (in the Galilee), and ordained them. During the
ceremony, the Romans were informed that an ordination
was taking place. Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bava instructed
his students to escape, and when the Romans arrived at the site, they only
found Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bava, who was unable to flee. The Roman soldiers
shot 300 arrows, killing Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bava, who became one of the
Ten Martyrs. He outsmarted the Romans and they were unable to destroy
the city in which the ordination of judges had taken place, as the ceremony
happened outside the city limits.

K3 Daf 15: 4TH YEAR SEEDLINGS
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It is forbidden to eat fruits of a new tree in the first three years after
its planting. These early fruits are called “Peirot Orlah.” Starting in the
4th year, it’s permissible to eat fruit grown on a tree; however, these fruits
possess a certain degree of kedusha (holiness) and may only be eaten in
Jerusalem, the holy city. These fruits are called peirot “Neta Re’va’i” (fruit
of 4th year seedling).

If it is too difficult to make the long trip all the way to
Jerusalem, what is an individual who possesses peirot
re’va’i obligated to do? He can take money equal to
the value of the fruit, and say: “These coins are set aside
as holy, in place of the peirot re’va’i.” This action is called
“chillul” (deconsecration), which reverses the holy status of
the fruit. Eventually, when he is able to go up to Jerusalem, he
uses the money he set aside from the sale of the 4th year fruit
to buy something to eat. The purchased food is treated with
the sanctity of “peirot re’va’i.” (This is similar to the method for
deconsecrating ma’aser sheini.)
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Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 16-17

K} Daf 16: KING DAVID’S VIOLIN
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Despite the fact that kings generally arise late in the
morning, King David was accustomed to wake up
at midnight in order to study Torah. How did King
David know exactly when it was midnight? The
Talmud tells us that King David hung his violin
above his bed. Upon the stroke of midnight,
a northern wind would blow and the violin
strings would vibrate. Sometimes, the violin
would sound a series of notes. This way, King
David would know midnight had arrived.

King David would learn Torah until morning
had broken. Once the day had dawned, he was
steeped in work, because Israel’s chachamim
would wake up early to arrive at his doorstep
and bring him questions regarding various
public matters.

K2 Daf 17: TWO LOTTERIES
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Lottery of the Dayanim (judges): Moshe Rabbeinu was commanded
by Hashem to appoint 70 elders of Israel to a Sanhedrin (High Court).
Had the number 70 been cleanly divisible by 12, there would not
have been a problem — then, Moshe would have appointed an equal
number of dayanim from each shevet (tribe). But that is not
the case. Moshe had no choice but to appoint six dayanim
from ten shevatim and only five dayanim from the remaining
two shevatim. Moshe Rabbeinu did not want to take upon
himself the responsibility of choosing from which two
shevatim only five dayanim would be appointed — so as
not to engender jealously between the tribes. Therefore, he
called together 72 candidates who were suitable to serve in
the Sanhedrin, and arranged the lottery.

Lottery of the Bechorim (first-born): Following the Chet
Ha-Egel (sin of the golden Calf,) Shevet Levi was chosen to work in
the Beit HaMikdash instead of the bechorim (first-born.) Accordingly,
God commanded the redemption of the bechorim in exchange for the
service of the levi’im. Since there were significantly more bechorim
than levi’im, it was not possible for an individual Levi to redeem each
individual Bechor. They were an extra 273 bechorim who needed
to redeem themselves for five shekelim. Here too, Moshe organized
a lottery to determine which of the bechorim would be required to
redeem themselves using money.
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Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 18

K2 Daf 18: WHO IS EXEMPT FROM THE MITZVAH
OF RETURNING LOST OBJECTS?
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On this daf, we learn about three cases in which the finder of a lost
object is exempt from the performing the mitzvah of Hashavat Aveida
(returning a lost object).

Case #1— Kohen near a cemetery: The Torah commands the kohen not
to become tamei (ritually unclean) through
contact with the dead. Therefore, kohanim
are prohibited from entering a cemetery.
If a kohen sees a lost object inside of a
cemetery, he should not enter, in order
to fulfill the mitzvah of hashavat aveida
— since this mitzvah does not override
the issur (prohibition) on avoiding corpse
impurity.
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Case #2 — Loss of Money: If the finder
stands to lose a sum of money larger than
the worth of the lost object, then the finder
is patur (exempt) from performing this
mitzvah.

[ PM A KOHEN, PROHIBITED TO E
ENTER. PLL GO CALL SOMEONE
TO TAKE OUT THE LOST ITEM.

Case #3 — Distinguished Individual: If a

distinguished individual finds a lost object

that is beneath their dignity to handle, s/he is patur from fulfilling this
mitzvah.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT VAYIGASH
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How does Yosef manage to forgive his brothers who threw him into
the pit and wanted to kill him? How does he not seek revenge for what
they did to him? The answer arises from Yosef's words to his brothers
when he reveals himself to them. Yosef says: “It was not you who
sent me here, but God,” thus revealing to us that he lives his life
with a sense of mission. A person who is always searching for himself
finds it very difficult to accept changes in plans and disruptions in
what he wants to happen. In contrast, a messenger is prepared from
the outset to lovingly accept whatever comes his way, as this is his
mission and role, and he is ready for whatever is required of him to
fulfill his mission. This sense of mission is what motivated Yosef and
what enabled him not to hold a grudge against his brothers, and it is
by its strength that he revealed himself to them with love.
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