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. Daf 89: CAUTION WITH WEIGHTS

The Torah bans deceitful business practices, and commands the seller to
carefully check that the scales used to weigh merchandise are balanced
and to be precise in order to ensure that no mistakes are made. Likewise, when
utilizing weights, it is important to be precise and ensure proper weights
are employed. On this daf of Talmud, we learn that it is
prohibited to make weights from metals that naturally
rust, because rusted metal deteriorates over time and
decreases in weight. (This would cause the buyer to pay
for more merchandise than actually received.)

The Torah was strict regarding these prohibitions,
going so far as to forbid possession of
imprecisely measured weights because
they might mistakenly be used to weigh
merchandise. When measuring land for sale, it
is also important to measure precisely, utilizing
engineering wisdom, so as not to make an error
in calculating the area of the property. One who
deceives someone with imprecise weights
violates a Torah prohibition and is obligated
to return the extra money.
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K Daf 90: SURIYA

Several sugiyot (Talmudic discussions) deal with halakhot connected to “Suriya” =
(Syria). Generally, these halakhot pertain to “Mitzvot ha’Tluyot baAretz”
(mitzvot observed in Eretz Yisrael), e.g., terumot u’ma’asrot (tithes). While it

is not as holy as Eretz Yisrael, Suriya does have some element of the holiness of

Eretz Yisrael.

Rambam writes in Chapter 1 of Hilchot Terumot about the

status of “Suriya”: “The lands which King David conquered nIo

outside of the Land of Canaan, e.g., Aram Naharaim and
Aram Tzovah and Achley, and the like, even though David
was King of Israel and acted with the consent of the High
Court, these lands are not considered like Eretz Yisrael
with regard to all matters, nor are they considered like
the Diaspora—i.e., Babylonia and Egypt, with regard to
all matters. Instead, these countries are exceptions. They
were removed from the category of the Diaspora, but did
not enter the category of Eretz Yisrael. For what reasons was the status of
these countries considered less than Eretz Yisrael?” The answer: “King David
conquered them before he conquered all of Eretz Yisrael. There were still
members of the 7 Canaanite nations living in the land. If, however, King David
had conquered the entire Land of Canaan — to all of its boundaries— and
had then conquered other lands, his entire conquest would have equal status
with that of Eretz Yisrael, with regard to all matters. And the lands King David
conquered are called Suriya”.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 91-92

K Daf 91: WORDS OF AGGADAH (LEGEND)

The non-legal portions of the Talmud are known as Aggadah.
Typically, they are legendary embellishments of the stories in TaNaKh.
The following Aggadot appear on this daf: Avraham Avinu’s mother was
named the “Amatlai daughter of Karnavo”. King David’s mother was
named “Nitzevet bat Ada’el”. The mother of Shimshon
was “Tzelalphonit”.

The Talmud records that Avraham Avinu was imprisoned
for ten years. Some say it was Nimrod who put Avraham
in jail; others say it was Avraham’s own father, Terach, who
imprisoned him after Avraham broke his father’s idols.

On this daf we also learn that Rav Hisda taught his
disciples the precise location of “Ur Kasdim,” the site
where Avraham was thrown into the fiery furnace and was
saved by a miracle. Knowing the location of this site is
important because one who sees this place is required to
recite the blessing: “Blessed are You... who performed
miracles for our ancestors at this location”. When Avraham Avinu died,
the dignitaries of the nations of the world said: “Woe is to the world that
lost its leader, and woe is to the ship that lost its captain,” as they too
ascribed the greatest prominence to Avraham Avinu.

K3 Daf 92: SOWING SEEDS THAT YIELD NO CROPS
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The sixth chapter, which is called “HaMocher peirot I’chaveiro” (One
who sells produce) begins on this daf. The first Mishnah in this chapter
deals with a person who sold a type of produce that could be used either
for consumption or for planting (e.g., wheat). The buyer planted the wheat
in the ground. However, in the end, nothing sprouted. The buyer claimed
the seller was obligated to return the money paid, asserting the seeds were
clearly defective since they did not sprout. To counter, the seller said:
“How was | supposed to know you purchased the seeds for the purpose
of planting them? | thought you wanted to eat
them. These seeds are excellent for eating, so
the sale stands”.

The Mishnah rules in favor of the seller.
However, if such an incident happened with
seeds that people are not accustomed to eat,
but rather only to plant, then Rabbi Shimon
ben Gamliel maintains the buyer would be
correct, and the seller must return the money.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 93-94
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K3 Daf 93: SCHOCHET — ERROR vriwn T myvn r 91 0
Yochanan built a new house in Tzippori. Upon its completion, Yochanan i UTN N2 N2 NI AN NwYN Y'Y Nian DY 197
joyfully planned a party for his Chanukat haBayit (dedication of the DAY 0NN AT XD NN NN Tiad? n2'on 3iny'7 NI
house/housewarming). Yochanan invited numerous guests. He went 7'9010 WA NN'Y T NN 2iTa iY Niagy ein |7?$ 701

to the market to purchase a prgmium bull, to ensure that there would ,0niYY 1iwn NN pNi' Xan N300 Di' IPia2 .onnikD 7Y
be plenty of meat. In the morning of the day of the party, Yochanan . ' T T o ST T
took the bull to the shochet. Sadly, the shochet made a mistake that ,'7|:)t:§'g HoXY n?;? N YD ,aInga WL bivn L’;K
rendered the bull forbidden to eat and, as a result, Yochanan did .n2'on'7 "2 N7 A pni' nydI
not have meat to serve his guests.
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On this daf we learn that if that shochet received a salary for his NN nx I:,"'Ji"? n‘zv_)'; 24NN XN LINVNY
work then he would be obligated to repay Yochanan for the price
of the bull he caused to become treif (forbidden by Jewish law).
Moreover, according to Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, the shochet
would be obligated to make an additional payment to
Yochanan, as compensation for the shame inflicted upon him
through the embarrassment of not having meat with which to
honor his guests.
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K2 Daf 94: WHO IS A CHEATER? M e 918
Two people deposited money with Reuven. One person deposited TON TNX .JAINY 7¥X 902 1T'{79NY DIYIN WA nwyn
$100 and the other deposited $200. Eventually, the two individuals NN Yiany DNV 182 0N'7 .DMNA TN YAl TIT NN
came to claim their deposits. To Reuven’s great surprise, both people DN TP X" K TNX Y2 NYR9NN NN [iTR'9n

cla'lmed: | depo§|ted $200 with yqu . If Reuven had remembered N9 D'IND M1 XD YK TRON M 2T N QINY DX T
which one deposited $100 and which had deposited $200, there ',7 e N - 5 i .7 i 2
would not be a problem. Clearly, one of them was telling the truth, 0N TONC2 T2 NN MY [N 73X, YA 2 170050

while the other person was lying. 2RYN TOXI TNX MIX DN TORY [ 21102, 20 KN

What should Reuven do? According to the
Chachamim, he must return $100 to each D™M71T 0D'NRN "M TN "IN
person, since it is certain that they both 7 | DEPOSITED $200
deserve at least $100. Reuven should ' J '
then set aside the questionable $100 until
Eliyahu HaNavi comes to indicate who
is correct. However, according to Rabbi
Yossi, Reuven should not return any
money to either depositor. By denying the
would-be fraudster what he is legitimately
owed, the law presents a disincentive for
him to continue with his false claim.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 95

K2 Daf 95: RIDDLE OF THE BREAD AND THE WINE
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The following riddle was asked: Could there be a situation where it is appropriate
to recite the same beracha (blessing) over wine and bread? The answer is
that in a certain situation it is indeed possible. We generally recite “Hamotzi
lechem min ha’aretz” over bread and “Borei pri hagefen” over wine. However,
in the case of slightly moldy bread (that becomes somewhat spoiled but is
still fit to eat) and wine that tastes like vinegar, a person recites the beracha
“She’hakol ni’hiyeh bidvaro”. It should be noted that one does not recite any
beracha over bread that has turned thoroughly moldy.
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DVAR TORAH: PARASHAT NITZAVIV-VAYELECH

The motivation and strength of a person to succeed in a significant ~ NR'YN2A N'7¥N7 DTXD 7¢ NiNidDI NYa'YiAN

task ahead depends on their belief about their proximity to the goal. If a
person feels close to their goal, they will do everything in their power to
achieve it. However, if they feel that their goal is extremely far from them,
their spirit will weaken, and they will not exert themselves to reach their
objective. Therefore, when the Torah speaks about the commandments
of repentance, it stresses, “For this thing is very near to you” — so that a
person does not err in thinking that repentance is far off and, accordingly,
refrain from beginning the challenging spiritual process of return.
Repentance is extremely close because even a mere thought of repentance
brings a person into the category of the righteous. As such, the Talmud in
Masechet Kiddushin states that if a wicked person betrothed a woman
on the condition that he is righteous, she is indeed betrothed, albeit on a
conditional basis, since he might have contemplated repentance.
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