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& paf 102: WHO MUST AFFIX A MEZUZAH PRI T D 3P 47 (@)
IN A RENTED HOUSE? P9 FPa3 Hoh

The Torah commands us to affix mezuzot on the doorposts of our homes. : ' 2'NNN M 7DDV 2T 7Y AT an
What is the law regarding a rented apartment? Who is obligated to ) ,JN'an 72va oxa 0T N2 AT .\_Ji3..';'_1
affix mezuzot in this house? Is the landlord responsible, since the ?N'22 12 XIN D, VivA iR 219 n1aa D
house belongs to him? Or is the renter responsible, because it is
the renter who actually lives in the house? .NIXNA 2'NY DT RID DIiwD TINR0 9
NIl XKW N90i1 NI7D 9'oin TINIAD
According to the Talmud, the obligation lies with the renter. The Taimud nX v K7Y DT NHT Yapy Divy
adds that upon the conclusion of the rental period, the renter must be JINDWD N9IPR DN N'AD N Af™Mn
careful not to remove the mezuzah. Such an action would be dangerous. T "jna DX N0 N2TA WY 19N
The landlord must compensate the renter for leaving the mezuzah in place. NTITAD 'MT NX 12iW? 0%¢"%7 2'n Vdwna

K} paf 103: THE TANNA RABBI YEHUDAH BAR ILAI RYTR 93 A 039 RaE P 91

Rabbi Yehudah Bar llai was a pauper. He was so poor that in Masechet Nedarim TV TN W A 'RYVIR "2 ATt 2N
the Talmud tells a story of a certain period when he and his wife had only one N9pNAY 1%0n DT NIONA TN7RNY
coat for the two of them, which they shared. When she went out to the market X'DYD .TOX 7'wn i D inuX i nnton
she would wrap herself in the coat and he would remain at home; when he AY' XINI 2 NOVYND K'D YT NRYI' AN
went out with the coat, she would sit at home. Q1’22 DAY R - IRV RY! XINYI N2

Not only was Rabbi Yehudah poor but almost all members 72 vynd N9IPR ANIKA
of his generation in Eretz Yisrael were paupers. Chazal : ¥ M e ywa nim m
relate the story that Rabbi Yehudah’s students were so D90n 7°Tn .0'TNN 0%y
poor that six of them would cover themselves with one 12 AT 21 Y TRy
tallit as they studied Torah. Torah learning acquired while DON YWY TV DMV )2 '
in distress and poverty is of invaluable importance to 21 NNX n-'-,n_); D'e2NN 1'n
God. The Talmud teaches that, with his ruach haKodesh MR D'TNI7YI .NiM2 170V
(Holy Spirit), King Solomon foresaw the generation of TN MY PRTD Qinn
Rabbi Yehuah Bar llai. In Mishlei (Book of Proverbs), ANY 'K N72apn 197 2en
King Solomon praised and glorified that generation 7A0 NN7¢Y 190N TN7AN
for its devotion to Torah study, in spite of its poverty. 2901 YTipn N2 NDIX NN

They were even more praiseworthy than the generation 2 NX 7Yn 1902 NAYNI
of Moshe Rabbeinu and Yehoshua Bin Nun, who surely IRVIX M2 AR 2 NI
occupied themselves with Torah, but who were not poor. Chazal testify about Rabbi ANi' 17'9X ,MIN2 D'70IVI DTN DMV 1Y
Yehudah Bar llai that after he finished preparing for Shabbat, he resembled an angel DINIRY |11 |2 YYin'l 1120 nYn 7¢ niniTan
in the service of Hashem. .0my ') X7 728 Mina 1oy
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Metzia 104-105

K3 Daf 104: TALE OF A CERTAIN CHASID

Several Talmudic tales are about “Chasid echad” (“a certain Chasid”). The
phrase “a certain Chasid” refers either to Rabbi Yehudah Bar llai or to
Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bava. Rabbi Yehudah Bar llai served as a teacher of
Jewish law in Beit HaNasi. When people
had halakhic questions, Rabbi Yehudah
was asked to render his opinion.

Over 600 halakhot are cited in the Mishnah
in the name of Rabbi Yehudah. Moreover,
Rabbi Yehudah is mentioned in every
Masechet except one, Masechet Kinnim.
Rabbi Yehudah’s students were of the
last generation of Tannaim. Among the
Chachamim who learned Torah from him
were Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi, Rabbi Elazar
the son of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, and
Rabbi Ishmael the son of Rabbi Yossi.

K3 Daf 105: A TENANT-FARMER WHO
DOES NOT REMOVE WILD WEEDS

s o3 Moy <7p 1 K
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An individual once leased a field. Later, the owner saw that the tenant had
not removed the wild weeds from the field before sowing new seeds. He
did so despite the fact that it is customary to pull out all weeds before sowing,
so that all the resources of the field will be applied to the crops and not be
wasted on nurturing weeds.

The owner asked the tenant “Why didn’t you weed?” The tenant replied: “Why
do you care? | promised to pay you five bundles of wheat. You will still receive
five bundles, but | don’t want to weed.” On daf 105, we learn that the tenant is
incorrect. Why? If the tenant does not remove the weeds, at the end of the
lease the owner will receive an inferior field full of wild weeds. Accordingly,
the tenant is obligated to weed.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Metzia 106-107

K Daf 106: THE GARLIC THAT DID NOT GROW

e 87w ARt 7P 91

What is the law concerning a leased field that fails to produce crops?
Suppose the field became infested by grasshoppers, or an eastern
wind ruined the crops. Is the tenant permitted to say to the owner

“The crop was not successful; therefore, |
am not paying you the leasing fee.”?

The answer depends on other factors. If the
crop had failed only on that specific plot of
land, the owner can successfully retort, “Only
your crop was unsuccessful. Apparently, your
methods caused this failure. | gave you a good
field, able to flourish; therefore, you should
pay the sum we agreed upon.” However, if
the crops in most of the other fields in the
same area also failed, then the tenant is not
obligated to pay.

K3 Daf 107: IS A TENANT PERMITTED TO RECONSIDER?

DXD ?0N'7¥N X7 NNDND YiIE2 ORARD DX TR NN
an'xn X7 xR - ATYA 72w1a% i 'xwn dinn
7071200 MT NX 77 DYYN IR 'O

71 DX M7) 2T P
N7 NNIAND Vi ANiKY
'YV 7va 00
N7 A7¥R 717 T |1VY7
DX ,NRAND N7
X 27 D 7Y 1TANY
71>y 210 ATY 77 'AM
nx oYY P - nmynY
D2 DX 72X .”D210Y NN
n10avY NiTyn ain
i'X Miwn - In'7¥n X7

.0%¥7 2'n

2oINY *RET 7297 o8 7P 91 (R

A tenant contracted with the owner of a field to plant a particular
crop. Afterward, the tenant reconsidered and wanted to plant
a different crop. Is the tenant permitted to do so? According to
Chachamim, the answer depends. If the tenant agreed with the
landowner to grow barley, he is not permitted instead to grow
wheat without the owner’s permission, since wheat naturally
depletes the earth more than barley does. If the tenant sows wheat,
the landowner will suffer a loss. However, if the tenant originally
agreed to sow wheat, the tenant is permitted sow barley, as the
landowner will benefit from that switch.

However, Shimon ben Gamliel said that even in the case of
growing barley instead of wheat, the tenant is not permitted
to make a change without prior agreement. Rav Hisda inferred
that the rationale for Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel’s ruling was the
principle of distancing oneself from lies and deceit.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Metzia 108
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K2 Daf 108: BAR MEITZRA, (YOUR NEIGHBOR GETS PREFERENCE)

One is generally permitted to sell his/her belongings to whomever s/
he chooses. If a person would like to sell an item and there are several
potential buyers, it is the seller’s prerogative to pick the buyer he/she
prefers. Suppose a person wants to sell a field for which there are
many interested potential buyers, one of whom is a neighbor who
owns an adjoining field. The neighbor says to the other interested
buyers: “You’ll have no problem purchasing a different field somewhere
else. However, | can gain more than any other buyer if it is | who buys this
particular field. Since | own the adjoining field, | could have one large field
to farm and irrigate. If | buy a different field, | will need to start tending to
one field, stop, drive to the other field, and drag all of the equipment there.
Please allow me to purchase this field.” On this daf we learn that the
neighbor’s assertion is correct. The seller must give him preference.
This halakhah is called “Bar Meitzra.” Meitzar is a border and Bar
Meitzra is a border-mate or neighbor.

"7 1'021 NXI I'Y9N NX DAY 'Y DTX 1D T
2iNNY 9IT RYI' NN 7Y DRI AT T2 XN RINY
NX DWYINY D1ig NN Y ATY 1idNY? a¥ing nTXa
in17y22 - 12IAN Y INTYY DY XID DN TRX .ATYN
N2 72 'K D277 :DMINKY DIIRY VIO XL ,3N0 ATY
NIZX DX N2 NN 70! X 72K AR DTV NingY
7 A TY NTYT N0 KIN MDY TN NTYD DX
NiYnY? ,0'21N0 DN NiTYN NX TaVY 72181 7iMa nTY
7'DND7 DY 72 NVPYR DK NTY Nz DX 72X .DNIX
2iNoY7I MW NTY? vio)7 ,i'09n7 TN NTYR Tiay?
T2 7iNiX Niap? NN X NI .0'790 79 DX IR
NTYD NX 1idNY 21N 12indl N1id) iNWVY D*TNI7 AT
XN [2 - “RIXN 127 NN T D270 DTN ININT XIT

2¥ i ,'7122 |2 X0 X1¥N 121 7122 XD XN

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT NASSO

D'2'N XW) N9 NY'9iNN 0'INON NN NX

Birkat HaKohanim, (Priestly Blessing) which appears in Parashat Nasso,
must be recited by all kohanim, not only the righteous, meticulous
kohanim, but even kohanim who are amei ha’aretz (uneducated). The
question arises as to how the blessing of every kohen is accepted
regardless of their status or spiritual strength? Maimonides, in his Laws
of Priestly Blessing, answers this question by saying: “Do not wonder
and say, what benefit does the blessing of this ordinary person provide?
Rather, the acceptance of the blessing does not depend on the kohanim,
but on God, as it is said, ‘And they shall place My name upon B'nei
Yisrael, and | will bless them.” The kohanim are performing the mitzvah
as they were commanded, and God in His mercy blesses Israel as He
desires.” The kohanim are the ones who deliver the blessing, but they are
considered only as a conduit through which the divine blessing flows.
Therefore, this blessing is so important and sacred and belongs to all
kohanim, as its power and its might come from God Himself in His glory
and essence.
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