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Seder Nezikin | Masechet Bava Batra 68-74 | Shabbat Parashat Shoftim | 28 Av- 4 Elul (September 1-7)

. Daf 68: THE LAND REGISTRAR

In the past, there were very wealthy people who owned entire cities, including
houses, public bathhouses, gardens, courtyards and even pigeon coops.
Within their city, everything belonged to them and they would rent residential
homes to anyone who wanted to live in the city. In another part of the city
they would house their slaves, their cattle and their workers.

On this daf we learn about a person who sold an entire city to a friend.
Here is the text to which they agreed: “Sell me your city”. The Mishnah
stipulates that the following items are included in
the sale: Houses, ditches, caves, courtyards, etc.
However, items in the city that are movable,
(such as cattle or slaves that remain in the owner’s
possession), are not included.

-

In the past, the lords of the town would keep a
slave referred to as the “santar” (land registrar).
The santar would know the property boundaries of
all the fields in the area and was responsible for
remembering the owners of each field, and which fields were rented

and to whom. This position was so important that the city could not run well
without the santar. For that reason, Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel said that the
santar was considered an inseparable part of the city and if someone sells a
city where there is a santar, the sale would include the santar as well.

&

K} Daf 69: RAV YEHUDAH, “THE SHARP ONE”

Rav Yehudah lived in Babylonia and was a member of the second
generation of Babylonian Amoraim. He was the student of two of the
great Amoraic scholars: Rav and Shmuel.

Rav Yehudah’s father, Rav Yechezkel, was a talmid chacham, who
was also well known for his good deeds. Rav Yechezkel merited
to have two sons who were also talmidei chachamim: Rami bar
Yechezkel and Rav Yehudah bar Yechezkel (who is generally
referred to in the Talmud as “Rav Yehudah”).

Initially, Rav Yehudah learned Torah with Rav at the yeshivah in
Sura. After Rav died, Rav Yehudah spent a short period at the
yeshivah in the Babylonian city of Hutzal. Afterward, he went

to study at Shmuel’s yeshivah in Nehardea. Shmuel greatly
admired his student Rav Yehudah, and was accustomed to
referring to him by the nickname “Shenina” (sharp one), from
the terms shanun (witty) and cha’rif (sharp), since Rav Yehudah’s
mind was the sharpest.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 70-71

K2 Daf 70: A DEPOSITORY NOTE riTRe ww vy 91
A person who deposits money or an item with someone else can draft a shtar 1Y 2iMY7 7' ,y9N iX 02 iN2N 7YX T'7ORY DTN
(document) with the details of the pikadon (deposit) and have it signed by NIN TV DY 'Y DANDH NTE9NN '019 DY
witnesses. In the future, the shtar can be used as proof that the deposit had indeed AN NTEOoNN PXY N7 A ynnwn?
taken place. This document is called a “Shtar Pikadon” (depository note). SITR' YT K7 DTN 0Yn
A custodian can make three possible claims in order to be exempt from liability: 2id1 ,NN-127T NN 7¥N T'P9N KINY |Yiv DTRY Nya
a. “No such thing ever happened. You never deposited anything with me”. :inYy NN 1IV9Y7 T2 DNAT NYiY [ivpYh vann

b. “Correct, you did deposit something with me, but | already returned o, -';xx nTON X7 ny9 qx .0%iyn DMAT I N7 .X
that item to you”. 7 'MTND 12D 72X ,"IXX AT9N ,[iD) A

c. “Indeed, you did deposit something with me, but armed thieves JiTR'9ON NX
came and forced me into giving the deposited item to them. DV D'TTIV IN2 72X ,"7¥X N TPON X A
I was coerced”. Indeed, most types of shomrim (guardians), nx n.‘g'; nn'Y Mmix 1Nl 7]
except for the “shoel” (borrower), are patur (exempt) from DINIWD 2N DX 01X "INI [ITE'9N
repaying the value of an item under their watch if it was DN TAX DX DMLY (7XiY LYNY)
taken from them by force. . ..OgiNZ:L |iT|‘;I'9;‘_1

Against which claims does a Shtar Pikadon provide protection? X o 1.;;9,;]'1 qNTY' DWW TN T

Regarding the first claim, the shtar certainly helps, since it proves DITY! UYWAY A N MWL 7Y ?7iTRON
there had been a pikadon. In relation to the third claim, the shtar provides no 72 'K "2 MWL 7V .NTi790 NN 21N QWA NNy
benefit. As for the second claim, there is a principled debate in the Talmud TIN7NA 2NRY [T D17 "2 NV iza 0wa NYIn
discussing the extent to which possessing a depositary note would help. ity 7D 0win nnd Ty
K Daf 71: SALE OF THE FIELDS AND BIRD COOPS 0221w 7w nan XY 97
Reuven was the richest person in the village. Over time, his business steadily 902 DIDO A"E,JD'? PAPT N QURY 1'POY NN '7'-\40'? T2
deteriorated and he needed to obtain a substantial sum of money in order to NiTyn TNX NX D'7AYNY? 1idNY 0'7Nn XN L7iM
save his business interests. He decided to sell one of his fields to Meshulam. D'22iWN NN :0'HYN DY NIND KN 72X ,in7Y22
However, Reuven stipulated to Meshulam that he needed the bird coops in YiNN DD 7MY X NTYUD YYNXAY

the center of the field and that these were not
to be included in the sale. Meshulam agreed
to the terms and they concluded the kinyan
(acquisition) properly, as required by law.
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A few days later, Reuven’s workers came to
remove several birds from the coops. To their
surprise, Meshulam told them: “The bird coops
do indeed belong to Reuven. However, the
field belongs to me and | do not allow anyone
to cross through my field. Tell Reuven that if
he wants access to the bird coops, | require X DY9 73 2w M ,001iwY
100 Shekels for each crossing”. Disturbed after j XY TN . DPY RN WIT
hearing what Meshulam had demanded, Reuven 3_-10 I7N Y-1 Nin DI']:T_"'I'J NN .UY_JQTJ
immediately approached the rabbi. But the rabbi , ' )
calmed Reuven down and said: “Don’t worry! In Masechet Bava Batra, daf 71, it says
that, in a case like this, the previous owner retains the right to walk across the field;
it is as if you stipulated this requirement at the time of sale. You can tell Meshulam,
in my name, that he must allow you to enter the property without receiving any
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 72-73

K} Daf 72: CONSECRATING AN ANCESTRAL FIELD

Hekdesh is an item or sum of money that has been consecrated to
the Beit HaMikdash. When the Beit HaMikdash stood, a person was
able to give a gift directly to the Beit HaMlikdash. An individual could take
money, or an item, or even a field that belonged to him, and say: “Behold,
this is Hekdesh,” and from that moment the item was the dedicated
property of the Beit HaMikdash and it was forbidden for anyone to use it.

What did the administrators of the Beit HaMikdash do with the
item? If the consecrated item is needed that exact item must be
used — e.g., if someone consecrated stones, and there was a need at
that time for stones to build a wall for the Beit HaMikdash, then those
consecrated stones were used. However, if there is no timely need for
the specific consecrated item, then the value of that item is assessed,
and whoever wants to redeem it can do so for that amount of cash.
The redemption money becomes sanctified in place of the consecrated
item; the formerly consecrated item becomes a non-holy object,
acquired by the buyer.

On this daf we learn about an object that is not redeemed according
to its market value, but instead according to a sum fixed by the Torah.
This is the case of a person who consecrated an “ancestral field” (a
field inherited from a person’s ancestors). The Torah stipulates that the
entire area of a particular field may be redeemed for 50 shekels in silver,
regardless of whether its market value is higher or lower. (We will learn that
the 50-shekel sum only refers to fields redeemed immediately after the
Yovel, Jubilee year. However, if there only are a few years until the Yovel,
the field may be redeemed at a lower price.)

K3 Daf 73: “ONE WHO SELLS A SHIP”
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The first Mishnah in this perek deals with a person who agreed to
sell his ship to another individual. The Mishnah specifies which
items are included in the sale. The Mishnayot that follow deal with
the sale of animals and passenger wagons, and so on, specifying
which items are to be included in those sales. The following items
are included in the sale of a ship, even if they were not specified
in the sales agreement: the ship’s mast, the sails, the anchor, and
the oars. However, large sacks storing merchandise aboard the
ship, and belonging to the seller, are not included in the sale,
since they are not a part of the ship. Only in a case where it was
agreed in advance that the sale of the ship will include all its
contents are the sacks to be included.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 74

K Daf 74: RAV YEHUDAH

A 371077y 97 R

After the death of Shmuel, Rav Yehudah'’s teacher who headed the yeshivah in
Nehardea, Rav Yehudah moved to Pumbedita and founded a yeshivah there.
It became one of the central yeshivot in Babylonia. Rav Yehudah, together
with several other Amoraim, earned the nickname “Charifei Pumbedita”
(the sharp ones of Pumbedita), owing to the sharpness of their minds. Rav
Yehudah merited his greatness in Torah learning due, in part, to his diligent study
routines. He dedicated a block of time each month to the repetition and review of
what he had previously learned.

In Babylonia, shoes were taken off when a fast was
ordained to combat a drought. Chazal related that in
a time of drought it was sufficient for Rav Yehudah
to remove one shoe from one of his feet for rain
to begin to fall, even before he began to pray. It
is interesting to know that the version of Birkat
Kiddush halevana, (the blessing over the new
moon) that we recite today, as well as Birkat
ha-llanot (blessing recited over budding trees),
was recorded in the name of Rav Yehudah. He
was blessed with a long life — he lived to be over ;
100 years old! In his old age, Rav Yehudah’s =
eyes grew dim and he had difficulty reading. t
Nevertheless, the Talmud teaches that when Rav

Yehudah needed to sign a shtar (document), he

would make the extra effort necessary to read

what was written before signing.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT SHOFTIM

In our portion, the Torah commands the appointment of judges and law
enforcement officers “in all your gates”, which literally means at the city
gate. This was the central place where the commercial and social life of
the state took place. However, we can also infer from the words “you shall
appoint for yourself”’ that the Torah hints at the personal world of each
individual — to have judges and law enforcement at their own “gates” —
meaning, the instruments that serve as openings through which a person
hears, sees, speaks, and acts. Even there, in one’s individual world, a
person is required to “appoint judges” who will examine and check that
the actions occurring in the private realm are correct and good. From the
judges that each person appoints at their gates, it is undoubtedly easier
for the work of the judges at the city gates, because the society as a
whole will be more righteous and well-regulated.
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