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The Torah in Sefer Devarim says: “Should you go into
your neighbor’s vineyard and eat grapes to your heart’s
content...” This verse relates to a laborer who works the
land and, for example, harvests grapes. The Torah teaches
that the laborer is mutar (permitted) to eat some of the
grapes that he harvests.
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In the spirit of the halakhah, the author of Sefer HaChinuch
writes (mitzvah #576) that God issued this commandment
to instill good values in the Jewish people — since only
individuals with a virtuous character merit God’s blessing.

Imagine, writes the author of Sefer HaChinuch, what a bad NTN TR ,"'NN 1907 7V2 ANid 07 KN

attribute it would be for the vineyard’s owner, toward whom 210 72 0 17y Y'owny nian way X' ny)
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harvested, while his employee, who slaved and toiled and sweated, is not able to N NRIN VM MIVE 7YY i Vi 17N
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On this daf we learn about two mitzvot hat’luyot ba’Aretz (commandments that are niY7A NilYnd 0 DAY 7V DI AT 9Ta
obligatory only in Eretz Yisrael). According to the Torah, challah is taken only from n ,'1)"(-\7@:13 Yxa N'm niapix 'RY - yxa
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were obligated to observe the mitzvah of challah as soon S

as they entered Eretz Yisrael. As it says in the Torah iy, 12 2'NNN NN NIYNA 02 7720 ! 72X
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Metzia 90-91

K3 Daf 90: INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN TO A GENTILE
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The profoundly precious gift of Shabbat was given to the Jewish people. Non-
Jews are not obligated in, nor do they observe, Shabbat. According to the Torah,
a Jew is permitted to request a non-Jew to “turn on a light” or “turn off a light,”
since the Jewish person is himself not directly doing a melacha, an activity
prohibited on Shabbat.

Despite that Biblical allowance, our chachamim ruled that it is forbidden for
a Jew even to ask a non-Jew to perform a
prohibited melacha on Shabbat. Why?
Rambam explains the chachamim
feared that if a Jew asked a non-Jew to
perform such tasks, the Jew would start
to undervalue the sanctity of Shabbat and
eventually would begin doing forbidden
melachot himself.

This rabbinic ruling, known as “Amira

FAK”uM” (an utterance to an idol

worshiper), prohibits a Jew from asking an idol worshiper to perform forbidden
labors. (AK”uM is an acronym. It stands for Ovdei Kochavim uMazalot, which
means “worshipers of the stars and zodiac.” For some non-Jews, idolatry
focused on star worship.) In certain instances, Chazal stipulated that an
“utterance to AK”uM” is not forbidden. One example is that it is permissible to
ask a non-Jew to perform a melacha for the needs of a sick person, even if that
sick person is not in mortal danger.
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On this daf we learn it is forbidden to bake bread that is chalavi (dairy). What
is lechem chalavi? Bread made from dough kneaded with milk instead of
water. It is forbidden to eat such bread with meat. The Chachamim feared that
if such bread was kept in the home, people might forget that it had been made
with milk and might mistakenly eat it together with meat.

If, nevertheless, a person wants to make chalavi bread,
the Shulchan Arukh offers the following advice: Make a
distinguishing symbol on the bread. One way to do this is
to make distinctive cuts in the dough before baking it; that
will serve as a reminder that the bread is chalavi and cannot
properly be eaten together with meat.

We do not bake lechem besari (“meat” bread) for the same
reason. It was customary to spread fat in the oven during
Talmudic times. The Talmud says that one should not spread
sheep fat in the oven when baking bread lest the bread
become besari, and then mistakenly and improperly be eaten
with a dairy meal.
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K Daf 92: HOW MUCH MAY A WORKER EAT? 279Ky i Tyian 3 227 91
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On daf 88 we learned of the obligation to permit a field worker
to eat a portion of the crops while s/he is working with them.

In the spring, Yoav the laborer set out to check the going price for
hiring workers in order to know which work was most worthwhile
for him to pursue. Yoav quickly learned that construction work
paid the most: $8 per day compared to $3 per day for work in a
field, since field work was considerably easier. Yoav thought to
himself: “Why should | work hard in construction? P’Il hire myself
out to work in a field. While I’'m working, I'll eat so much that
ultimately I’'ll earn more than a construction worker.”
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However, on this daf we learn that Rabbi Elazar ben Hisma
stated that a field worker may not eat more than the value
of his salary. According to Rabbi Elazar ben Hisma’s approach,
if Yoav is hired for $3 per day, he is only entitled to eat $3 worth
of crops. The Chachamim disagree and state that there is no
such limitation; a worker may eat as much as he desires.
Chachamim also offer some advice for workers: Although it is

permitted for you to eat a lot, it is not worthwhile for you to eat ] ! :
too much, because in that case no one will hire you. NTIY7 DXNX NP N7 TNX X 902 D ,N7'DX2
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These are those four categories: :0"MNIY '210 NYAIX DIY!

1.Shomer Chinam is a guardian who receives no compensation
for safeguarding an item. A Shomer Chinam is only obligated
to pay if s/he or she is negligent and does not properly
safeguard the item in his/her care. An example would be a
Shomer Chinam who receives a package of frozen meat and
forgets to put it in the freezer, as a result of which the meat
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spoils. That action is plainly negligent. The Shomer Chinam is .omiyna
liable to make repayment.
2. Shomer Sachar is a guardian who receives compensation for NRY MY.INTNY TVa Y L”-)'N.-} ODTX =Y MY .a

D2'N NIV .INTMY 72V DY 701 iKY DTX - DI'N MY .X
Y N7 NMYA VY9 KN DX 71 YIND 7V D7Y7 210NN
N9 WA iNYY7 72'7¢ DI'N TNiY 7¢NnT Nikd yonn nx
2NN YYio KN M - 727700 WA X'9PNRA INYN7 NY

safeguarding an item. A Shomer Sachar is obligated to make ;01X YOND DX '7;?_; ,TAX iX 222 YOND DX DA 2'NNN
restitution if the item s/he is watching is stolen or lost. However, NX 1290 17011 PY) DY D'TTIY VAN 7Y 109 KD
if the item was taken from the shomer by coercion (for example, ) ) o ' .niaa vonn
by robbers), the shomer is exempt from liability for repayment. T I

3. Socher is a renter who is granted the right to use the item
in exchange for payment. The same laws that pertain to the
Shomer Sachar apply to the Socher.
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4. Sho’el is a borrower who obtains, for no payment, the right to
use an item. He is liable for repayment to the owner of the value of
the item, even if is taken from the Sho’el by coercion.

2 YRAYNYT yon inann 7XiwY DX NN XY - XRIY T
.01X] Y9N DX D2 D'MI7UNA 2'NNN KNI D2'N2

SCAN TO VIEW
VIDEO ABOUT
THIS DAF

SCAN TO VIEW
VIDEO ABOUT
THIS DAF




Seder Nezikin | Bava Metzia 94

o333 390 nwvion by myow 7r 91 G

K Daf 94: PROTECTING CARS FROM THEFT

Meshulam planned to establish an automobile protection company. Anyone
planning to travel out of the country could bring his/her car to Meshulam’s parking
lot and pay $5 per day in exchange for having the car protected from theft. Before
opening his business, Meshulam prepared a contract in which he wrote: “If your
car gets stolen, I, Meshulam, am responsible for paying you 80% of the car’s
value.” Gilad, one of Meshulam’s employees, read the contract and said “You’re
considered a Shomer Sachar, because people pay you money to safeguard their
cars. The Torah states a Shomer Sachar is obligated to pay in the case of
theft and loss. | don’t know if we are permitted to write a contact that obligates
us to repay only 80%. Would that not be considered doing
something against Torah law? Also, | don’t know if this
contract is valid, since any one whose car is stolen would
say: ‘| don’t care what is written in the contract. It is written

in the Torah that a Shomer Sachar pays in full. Therefore,
repay me the value of the entire item.””

Meshulam asked a Rav. The Rav replied: “The Mishnah,

in Masechet Bava Metzia, daf 94, teaches that the laws

of shomrim only apply to those who have not agreed to special conditions.
However, any individual is permitted to write a contract, or may even state
verbally, that he accepts custodianship under different conditions.”

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT BECHUKOTAI

A large section of Parashat Bechukotai deals with curses and terrible
things that will befall Am Yisrael if they do not follow the ways of Hashem.
Amidst all this immense darkness, there is a small point of light which
has given strength to generations of the Jewish people to stand firm
against all difficulties. The Torah says that even during the toughest and
most terrifying situations, God will not abandon us. “And yet for all
that, when they are in the land of their enemies, | will not cast them
away, nor will | abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break
my covenant with them.” A covenant, unlike a contract or agreement
between two parties, cannot be broken. The covenant is eternal and
lasting forever, even in the most difficult circumstances. And it is this
covenant that has stood for our forefathers and for us that even against
all evil and difficulty in every generation. In the end—“God rescues us
from their hands.”
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