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&R Daf 11: INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF THE FESTIVAL Tpinn savix k7 97 @
It is permitted to prepare food items during Chol HaMo’ed. As such, it is WIN 1271 ,9280 12T 17207 N Tying Yina
permissible to pick fruit to eat. It is also permissible to purchase foodstuffs Mina wial? 1mn D3 .07°IR ik ning qivp?
in a store. On Chol HaMo’ed, it is permissible to repair appliances used to 7280 27N
prepare or preserve food. For example, a person is permitted to repair an
oven in which foods are cooked, or the refrigerator in which food is kept. DWIRD NN 1pD? D3 mMn Tyinn Yina
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The Chachamim said: On Chol HaMo’ed, it is also permissible to NN1 D77J8N D'A1R 12 13R0 DY 107 1N, 7007
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repair certain objects that do not relate to eating if they need
to be used during the holiday. For example, if the railing of
a balcony is broken and requires repair, it is permissible
to fix the handrail. However, the handrail must not be
repaired professionally, as would be done by a
skilled craftsperson. Therefore, such a railing
may not be built using cement and bricks
— as is done in the case of a well-made,
permanent railing. Rather, a railing repaired
on Chol HaMo’ed should be constructed
using wooden planks and branches. Building
a permanent handrail is permissible only after the
holiday is over.
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K Daf 12: FOOD COOKED BY NON-JEWS (mL gk ’tTltU’J 279103
In Masechet Avodah Zarah, the decree regarding “bishulei nochrim,” ,"0"211 721572” N1pn ny'ain N1 nTiay njona
(cooking by non-Jews) appears. The Chachamim prohibited the eating w2 M2iW 728N 7iaN7 MONW 11p'R D'RIN
of food cooked by non-Jews — even if it is certain that that particular W2 D10 YIRADY DTNIVA 1ININ DN 19°9KR ,ININ
dish was kosher, and does not contain any forbidden meat, meat-milk 2701 7W2 IR 0721 WA 12 1N
mixture, etc.

21387 "INy D7Wan WY 13TAPN TInYnn
The Talmud teaches that there are food items a person is permitted 0"'WaRD .0NIR %Y MW 1'aN DNiN
to eat despite the fact they were cooked by D1 DNIR 21287 WaNy D"2I8N DD aYND
a non-Jew. This includes those foods ,7Un% .0"1EI11n DINYWI
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Therefore, if a non-Jew cooked a carrot, it
would be halachically permissible to eat it.
Why? Because a dish that can be eaten
raw is not deemed an “important food,”
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and so the Chachamim did not impose a ' J%Yy 112 N nmom
prohibition. The Talmud states that Rabbi : - : NTIN? 27 1900 TINYAn
Yehudah Nesia drank water boiled by a y Y A RNy oM NNy aNTwl
non-Jew, because it is generally possible ; : : | om "M "a ,Mai
to drink non-boiled water. ANNYIN N7 DR D3 NinY?
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K3 Daf 13: THE PROHIBITION AGAINST FORBIDDEN LABOR
ON PASSOVER EVE
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On Erev Pesach (Passover Eve), certain types of melacha (labor) are not
performed starting from mid-day. This practice was initiated because
when the Jews offered the Korban Pesach (Paschal Sacrifice), all of Am
Yisrael gathered in Jerusalem and began to offer their korbanot starting
from midday. From that point onward, they treated the day as a Yorn Tov,
and refrained from performing certain melachot.

Today, to our great sorrow, the Beit HaMikdash
no longer exists and korbanot are no longer
offered. However, it remains prohibited to
perform certain melachot on Erev Pesach.
Which melachot are prohibited [from mid-day]
on Erev Pesach? On this daf, we learn about
three types of melachot prohibited from mid-day on Erev Pesach:
(1) It is prohibited to get a haircut. (2) Tailors are prohibited from
sewing clothes. (3) Clothes must not be laundered.

K2 Daf 14: HAIRCUTS AND LAUNDRY ON

INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF THE FESTIVAL
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During Chol HalMo’ed, people refrain from getting haircuts and from washing
clothes. On this daf, we learn that even washing clothes needed for use
during Chol HaMo’ed is prohibited. Why should this be so? After all, the
washing in question was necessary to honor the festival!

The Talmud explains that if it had been permissible to wash clothing during
Chol HaMo’ed — even for clothes to be worn during Chol HaMo’ed — then
on the eve of the festival, there would be people who would tell themselves:
“We’re so busy now, we have to prepare all the holiday foods, clean the house
— on Passover eve; or build a sukkah — on the eve of Sukkot, and therefore,
we’ll leave the laundry and the haircut for the days of Chol HaMo’ed.”

Then, what happens? They would enter the holiday with uncut hair
and unwashed clothes. This does not show honor for the Yom Tov.
To prevent this scenario, the Chachamim prohibited haircuts and the
washing of clothes on Chol HaMo’ed, so that everyone will begin the
holiday clean and with freshly cut hair, as is proper.

The Talmud teaches us that if a person only possesses one
garment, and that garment became dirty during Chol
HaMo’ed, it is permissible to wash that garment on Chol

HalMo’ed. In addition, baby clothing may also be washed
during Chol HaMo’ed, because infants regularly and
repeatedly soil their clothes.
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K Daf 15: LAWS REGARDING THE METZORA yIEn 021 o 971
A person who has a lesion caused by tza’ra’at (skin disease) needs na%7 1My vy val i7 W m
to go to the kohen and show the lesion to him. The kohen must 12D YA NN 17 NINDA TDia?
examine the lesion to determine whether it is a case of tza’ra‘at, ,N7 IN NYIX NIN NTD YAID DR PTia
based on the precise signs described in “Parashat Tazria.” If the nyy W D'pATRAN 0IR00 'a 7Y

kohen sees that the person is indeed inflicted with tza’ra’at, the
kohen then says to the person: “You are tameh (ritually impure).” That
person is immediately deemed tameh with the impurity of za’ra’at.
From that moment, that infected person (metzora) is required to sit
outside the walls of the city until the tza’ra’at has fully healed. In the
event the metzora sees another person approaching, the metzora is
required to say: “Beware, | am tameh. Do not touch me.”
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Chazal explain that the metzora does not go to the doctor, but
rather, to the kohen to receive a diagnosis — so that the metzora
understands that the lesion erupted due to a variety of aveirot
(transgressions) he committed. And in order for the lesion to
disappear, the metzora must sit alone, outside the city, and reflect
on his actions and improve. Only then will the metzora be healed.
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How would the kohanim prepare for the day they were N1 Ti1y7 1377 12y 077 07131300 0130120 17) TY
privileged to serve in the Beit HaMikdash? How would they be N1 1T N2 ?T7R4R? DNiR 01'WAN 1) 'R 2WTRAN
trained for the job? A Beit Din (court) would appoint designated NN D0i30 Dy 1T DT 0NN *T'7A 1Inn
talmidei chachamim (Torah scholars) to teach the kohanim the ,127iPD DT NN D'72R T2 ,7WRY7 ,Ni127iRn nian
halachot regarding korbanot (sacrifices). For example, how to .Ni27 niayn Tivl,natan Yy inik 010 N
receive the blood of the korban, how to sprinkle the blood on the
mizbe’ach (altar), and many other halachot. Y TN 1T N7 q%in 1niaa 2w oy Yaa
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At the age of 20, the kohen would go to a special priestly iniN 17 n1a ,nTiay? iniN 192 D1 WTpAn nTiay?y
Beit Din convened in the Beit HaMikdash. The court would .an Yy oi* - oin

investigate whether he was genealogically fit for Beit
HaMikdash service. If the kohen was accepted to serve, that
day would be a personal holiday for him.
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A young kohen would first enter the Beit HaMikdash to serve
while the Levite choir stood and recited songs over the sacrifice
of korbanot (offerings). The newly minted kohen would immediately
wash his hands and feet with water from the Temple’s laver. Then, he
approached [the mizbe’ach] to offer the first korban of his life. Which
korban would he offer? On this daf, we learn that the young kohen
offered a Korban Minchah (meal offering), and would sacrifice that
korban by himself. This korban was called a “Minchat Chinuch”
(inauguration offering), because through this offering the kohen is
initiated in the Beit HaMikdash service.
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KA Daf 17: LAWS REGARDING THE NAZIR, ASCETIC RUEIRA L I b Q

A person who accepts upon himself a Nazirite lifestyle is
prohibited from drinking wine or eating grapes. A nazir is
forbidden to cut his hair or to contract corpse-impurity.
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At the conclusion of the period of nazirut (asceticism), the nazir
was obligated to bring three korbanot to the Beit HaMikdash:
Korban Chatat (Sin Offering), Korban Olah (Burnt Offering);
and Korban Shlamim (Peace Offering). Throughout the
duration of his nazirut, the nazir is forbidden to shave
his hair, drink wine, or become ritually impure as due

to contact with a corpse. However, once the nazir
brought necessary korbanot, he was immediately
allowed to do any of those activities.
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After the nazir completed offering his korbanot, he would go
to a special room called “The Nazir's Chamber” located in
the outer Women’s Courtyard. What was done there? They
would shave off all the nazir's hair and burn the hair in the fire
above which they cooked the nazir’s Korban Shlamim. The
Talmud states that even though haircuts are forbidden during
Chol HaMo’ed, nonetheless the nazir's head is shaved on
intermediate festival days so as not to delay the offering of
his korbanot.
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D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT MISHPATIM

Parashat Mishpatim deals with monetary laws and with disputes
between people who hurt or damage one another. There appears to be
an extremely sharp transition from the previous parashah, in which we
read about the lofty revelation at Mount Sinai, to Parashat Mishpatim,
which describes the conflicts that unfold in everyday life. However,
it is precisely that point the Torah chose to emphasize, by opening
the chapter with the letter “vav” (and), which indicates a connection:
“v’eleh hamishpatim” (and these are the laws). In contrast to other
religions, Judaism asserts that the word of God is relevant in the small
simple acts and in every facet of life. Therefore, after the revelation
at Sinai comes the parashah filled with halachic details relating to the
complexities of living in the world, to teach us the extent to which God’s
light radiates and reaches out to the edges of the earth.
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