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Another type of kinyan is kinyan kessef (acquisition using money), whereby
the money paid by a buyer in exchange for an object is what constitutes the
kinyan. In this type of kinyan, the object becomes the property of the

buyer. What can be acquired with money? Only karka’ot (land).

Metaltelin (moveable objects) may not be acquired using
money. For example, if someone paid an animal salesman
for a horse, the buyer does not in fact acquire that horse
until s/he pulls the horse (kinyan meshicha).
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Why? Rabbi Yochanan explains: The Torah actually permits
the kinyan of metaltelin with the payment of money. However,
Chazal rescinded this option because they feared cases in
which kinyanim made through the payment of money would
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lead to negligence by the seller. For example, if a person paid for

produce and left it with the seller, there is a suspicion that the seller

might no longer take good care of that produce, since it no longer belonged

to him/her. Therefore, Chazal stipulated that money transferred from a buyer to
a seller does not constitute kinyan of an object. If something happens to that
object before the buyer takes physical possession of it, the loss is borne by the
seller, and he is responsible for returning the money to the buyer. However, even
though the payment of money does not constitute kinyan of the object, once a
buyer has paid money to the seller the buyer cannot renege on the purchase.
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K} Daf 47: MA’ASER SHEINI, THE SECONDARY TITHE
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An individual who owns produce grown in Ereiz Yisrael is required to set aside
trumot u’maasrot (Priestly emoluments and tithes). Terumah designated for
the kohanim is set aside first. Afterward, “ma’aser rishon” (first tithe) is set aside
for the Levi’im, followed by setting aside “ma’aser sheini” (secondary tithe), or
“ma’aser oni” (tithe for the poor). In a year during which ma’aser oni is obligatory,
there is no requirement to set aside ma’aser sheini; in a year during which ma’aser
sheini must be set aside, there is no requirement to set aside ma’aser oni.

During the time of the Beit HaMikdash, those who
grew fruits would set aside 1/10 of the yield of
crops, to be eaten in Jerusalem in a state of purity.
The Torah allows the fruit-grower to sell the fruit in
exchange for money which must be brought up to
Jerusalem and used to purchase food.

These foods become consecrated with the
sanctity of ma’aser sheni. Two laws apply: (a) It
must be eaten exclusively in Jerusalem and (b) the
‘unclean’ are forbidden to eat it. Because the Beit HaMikdash has been destroyed,
we are no longer able to partake of ma’aser sheini. Therefore, we must redeem
the fruit designated for ma’aser sheini and its sanctity is transferred to coins.
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K2 DAF 48: PROHIBITION ON MISAPPROPRIATION wpna Aryn ek n a1
OF PROPERTY DEDICATED ro e BEIT HAMIKDASH
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“Hekdesh” is money or property belonging to the Beit
HaMikdash. If a person says “| dedicate this chair to the Beit
HaMikdash” then from that moment the chair is categorized
as hekdesh.

There is a Torah prohibition against me’ilah
(misappropriation), an attempt to take something improperly
for oneself. It is forbidden to derive benefit from hekdesh;
one who does so transgresses the ban on misappropriation.
The Torah rules very harshly regarding me'ilah. It requires an
individual who transgresses this prohibition, even unintentionally,
to bring a korban asham (guilt offering).
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K2 Daf 49: “EXCESSIVE OVERPRICING” "1 NRIIN7 w70 97
The prohibition against telling a person something that will distress him is known 720 ' AMKD DN 17! 1'NNA YON 1idNY 12in% oKX
as “ona’at dvarim.” Another type of fraud, “ona’at mammon,” prohibits obtaining :MiP7? NI VIND 7Y INdT NI KT YT NipnY
money in a dishonest manner. According to halakhah, a merchant is prohibited n¥h NI ,D"?,‘guj Ny NN |i95:)'?r:_1 i'7-r; '7w h-m:y'
from selling an object at a price higher than its true value without the customer’s - Nid7? MiEn NYY QRN N7 .DY7Y DA NidnY
knowledge. It is a merchant’s right to tell a customer “Be aware, the price for a NINY YTi* iR NI DR X N7 NY - Ny N9 !

pound of cucumbers in the market is two dollars and | sell them for three dollars.” If
the customer asks why, the merchant may say: “Because that’s the way it is.” If the
customer still wants to purchase the item, despite the overpricing, he may do so. If,
however, the customer is unaware that the merchant’s price is unusually high,
then the merchant transgresses the prohibition on fraud.
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This halakhah applies to the customer as well. If the merchant offers an item 71d! NRKIONIT P! YOND Y 'NAY NYT? 3y
at a price significantly below the going rate and the customer knows that 902 it 17y 7277
the price should be higher, the customer must inform the merchant of that

price discrepancy. The customer should say: “It would be my pleasure to

purchase such a bargain, but you must know that this item’s going price is

higher, and you can charge more for it.”
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K} Daf 50: NULLIFICATION OF A BUSINESS DEAL
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On the previous page we learned that a person is prohibited from selling
an item at a price higher than its true value if the buyer is unaware that
that price is inflated. What is done if, despite the prohibition, someone
nonetheless sells an item at a higher price? Is the deal automatically
void? Is the buyer permitted to demand money back from the merchant?
There are three possibilities:

1) If an item is sold for slightly more than its usual price, the
deal is not nullified and the seller is not required to return
the price difference.

2) If an item is sold for one-sixth above its usual price, then
the deal is not nullified. However, the seller must return the
difference in price to the buyer. For example, if the seller
sold, for $60, stereo speakers worth only $50, that seller
took an unwarranted additional one-sixth
from the buyer. The Talmud calls this
one-sixth “shtut.”

3) If an item is sold for more than one-
sixth above its usual price, then the
deal is nullified completely and the
seller must return the entire purchase
price to the buyer.

K3 Daf 51: THE TANNA, RABBI MEIR
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Rabbi Meir is among the most frequently cited Tannaim in the
Mishnah. He is also one of the few Tannaim whose fathers’ names
we do not know. It is not even certain whether “Meir” (illuminator) was
indeed his real name. Some say that Rabbi Meir received this name
because he illuminated the Sages’ eyes with Torah wisdom, but that
his given name was different. What little we know of his ancestry is the
Talmudic legend that Rabbi Meir was a descendant of the Roman
Emperor Nero. After Nero escaped assassination and converted,
he merited having Rabbi Meir as one of his progeny.

Rabbi Meir lived in the mid-second century CE, a difficult time for the
Jewish people. The Beit HaMikdash had already been destroyed and
the Romans had imposed harsh wide-ranging edicts on the Jews.
Their spiritual state was even worse.

During that time, 24,000 students of Rabbi Akiva died. As a result,
Chazal said, the world was desolate from a lack of Torah until Akiva
began once more to transmit Torah teachings to five students
who passed those teachings on. Rabbi Meir was among those
five students. The Talmud states that Rabbi Meir was known to all as
the most outstanding halakhist of his generation. However, halakhah
was not consistently decided according to his opinions, since it was
not always possible to understand the precise meaning of his words.
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K Daf 52: RABBI MEIR — Continued TORT - RO *37 K37 1373 97 K
Rabbi Meir merited marrying Rabbi Hanina ben Teradion’s daughter Bruria, NI [T [2 X210 20 7Y 00 NifY 127 1'kn N
known for her sharp mind as well as her extensive Torah knowledge. Both Rabbi ANIOMNA NYT NN'D NN IR NN DR KW)
Akiva, Rabbi Meir’s teacher, and Rabbi Meir’s father-in-law, Rabbi Hanina '7|y 27 ,X2'7Y 21 DA NI ') MM QNIVT N
ben Teradion, were executed by the Romans. They were among the Asarah T 1NYYY LJITTIA 2 X210 20 ,inin DAl KD 20
Harugei Malchut (The Ten Martyrs). The Romans also captured Rabbi Meir’s Y D2 DRNIND DM 0 My 2 ,0Nninn

sister-in-law (Bruria’s sister), a daughter of Rabbi Hanina ben Teradion. Rabbi
Meir miraculously rescued her from captivity. As a result, the Romans pursued
Rabbi Meir with the intention of killing him. Rabbi Meir was forced to leave Eretz
Yisrael, then under Roman control. He escaped to Babylonia.
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Though Rabbi Meir died outside of Eretz
Yisrael, Jewish lore has it that he was
buried near the city of Tiberias. Rabbi
Yehudah HaNasi, redactor of the Mishnah,
was among Rabbi Meir’s students. Rabbi
Yehudah HaNasi claimed that his sharp
intellectual acumen stemmed from his close
relationship with his teacher, Rabbi Meir. In
many instances, halakhot are stated in the
Mishnah without naming an author. There
is a principle that “unattributed Mishnaic
statements are the words of Rabbi Meir.”
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D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT METZORA

When B'nei Yisrael entered the Land, they discovered leprosy-like — D'D22 171 DD YIXD 78 7X W' 12 7¢ DNO? DY
plagues in their homes, which they had to demolish and destroy. The  ¥1TAN.0TN71 YN17 D'DMX ') D DNIX ,NYIY 'V
Midrash teaches that this was an act of Divine kindness toward B'nei  n"iany niin 7x1@' DY TON 702 NWY 'n D TA'M
Yisrael because the non-Israelites had hidden treasures in the walls of  pp NiN'EN YN Y1 NNYIR N2 NINRR 1Mo
their homes. By demolishing the walls, the Israelites uncovered these  yp 120Y% W' 0K NWYDNI NINYIND DX 173
treasures and became wealthy. One might ask why God couldn'thave  pjqyixa Y DX NDTY A7apn am i N7
allowed Israel to discover the hidden treasures in the ground without S o ' ' |
destroying the homes? Why did God ordain that the treasures be
found specifically within the walls? The answer lies in the understanding
that the walls of a house absorb what transpires within it, what the
inhabitants do inside. In the homes of the non-Israelites, where idolatry
was practiced, the walls absorbed the impurity present within them.
Therefore, God decreed that the treasures be found specifically through 0 7373 27 ,D2IN3 ANIQY NXNVDN 1290 NN
the demolition of the walls, so that their impurity would be eradicatedand ! NI'FD VIR T 7V RIT IRYA! NINYIRDY
a new home could be built in its place. TN N2 DRIPR2 NI D7VN DAY NXNVD
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