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[INU22 DN"2Y NN 70 N2Wal 0'WINDSD NXNIDS1 ,77AX 'I"N NNIX¥aY TID'Ia This learning is dedicated to the success of IDF soldiers, the healing of the injured, and the safe retur of all our brothers and sisters to their homes.
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. Daf 152: RABBI ELAZAR BEN PEDAT

A few of the Sages of Israel were named Elazar. Among them were the Tannaim mYin'a o'mntna 2na iR 21
Rabbi Elazar ben Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua and others. On ITYIX 27 NYINKD NID D'YITRAI Y7230l
this daf we learn about the life and history of the Amora Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat. 7¢ inan NY VI DT LMK W NTO |2
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Statements made in the Talmud by an unspecified Rabbi Elazar are attributed
to Rabbi Elazar Ben Pedat, whose father was known to be a friend 222 qannal T AR 0
of Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi. Rabbi Elazar was born and educated ‘ : NiTa *7iTa '9n MR Tin%'Y N1
in Babylonia. He was privileged to learn Torah directly from the DYy 722 i 11 ,710a9
great Babylonian Torah sages, notably Rav and Shmuel. At age 25, N2 DY 7KW yIR7 DY winnl
he went to Eretz Yisrael, where he built his home and married. NY'R KW INTA DX
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Initially, he studied Torah at the yeshivah in the city of Tzippori, located
in the Galil. His love of Torah and diligence in Torah learning were
remarkable. Chazal tell us that Elazar ben Pedat was so immersed in
his learning that he would leave his coat in the last place he studied.
The Talmud teaches that Elazar’s Torah study protected him, as no one 70iYy NY TV TR VIpy DD
would dare to take his coat. When the forgotten coat was examined, ; 17 DY N7 TOX DiFna MM
a dangerous snake was found to be inside, guarding it. JNX Dipna N i7'vny

One of 39 avot melachot (primary categories of labor) forbidden on Shabbat nidX'MN Niax (079 yuni owiren nnx
is the issur (prohibition) on transporting. On Shabbat it is prohibited to transport 110X NAYA .ARYIN NON'IN N'D ,NAYL N0XIY
items from the Reshut haYachid (private domain) to the Reshut haRabim (public 21,0200 Y7 TR0 YN D'Y9N R'WinY
domain); transporting items in the reverse direction is similarly prohibited. TN NN Y7 DD YN 907
Reshut haRabim is a large thoroughfare or public plaza that many people JF ae 2 0D7N DMWY 7iM NVY RN DN THYN
walk through. One criterion for defining a street as Reshut haRabim is thatit < NI D2 THY 1M YTnY DR TN
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be a minimum of 16 amah wide (approximately 26 feet). Reshut haYachid
is an area surrounded by four partitions (walls) each of which is at least 10
tefachim high (approximately one meter). A home or an enclosed yard is
an example of such an area.

There is an additional element to the melacha of hotza’ah. It is forbidden to transfer YON 1'12aYn7 MoK '3 ,V1i7 NAYA NRYIN MO'N
an object in the Reshut haRabim a distance of more than 4 amot (about 6 feet). Thus, NIYAN 7907 21,7040 MY 78 020 NYn
one is prohibited from taking an item, walking 4 amot with it, and putting it down. .02N n-IVJ“g'? TN
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 154-155

K Daf 154: DOCUMENT AUTHENTICATION

Chaim came to the Beit Din with a document in which it was written: “Dov owes
Chaim $500.” It was signed by two witnesses. Chaim turned to the Beit Din and
said, “l have a document signed by two witnesses stating that Dov owes me
$500. Please demand that he pay me.” Dov replied, “I didn’t borrow even one
dollar from you. The signatures on your document are forged.”

In such a case, the Beit Din must verify that the signatures of the witnesses are
genuine. This process is called “Kiyum Shtarot” (document authentication).

How is “Kiyum Shtarot” performed?

a. The witnesses who signed are summoned
to court and asked to verify whether the
signatures are theirs. If they say yes, the
document is considered authentic and money
may be collected in accordance with it.

b. Two other people come in who know the
signatures of the witnesses and they
testify “We recognize these signatures.
These are the signatures of the withesses
in question.”

K3 Daf 155: WHO IS ALLOWED TO MAKE A BUSINESS DEAL?

nitow ovp <173p 97

0%N7 27N 27~ :i2 2NV (YW DV T N'A7 X2 O¥N
DN .0"TY "¢ D'NINN YWD V1 “72¢ NIk wnn
D'TY Y DY YUY 7 ¢ DY IR D N7 M9
Y7 097 inik 120 NKIR 7Y 500 7 2D QTY
17'9K AN M7 K7 7RI N0 2T 7Y indan

SNI9HTN NXNN 722 DTV Nin'MN 7Y

DTV NINMNY M7 T N W a1 M
“NINVY DPRE” "D TR *7IaNa Niid) PR
1id) KINY NTI7 1QYD DX ,D'NAKN ,D'NZAY

?"NiNVY DPP” D'YIY 'R

YYD 7Y D'MINNDD DTV DX DA K
DN7Y NN'MND X T DXD DRIN 07XV
IYONI 07N QYD - 21N 01N DN DX
1'9 %y [inn Niaa7?

NX DAY ,DNNK D'YUIN Y D'N2 A
D20 X :D'T'YN DI, DTV 7Y NR'NNA
DTYD 7Y Nin'MND X 17X Nin'mnn NX

TRiRPDY Ny 79 0 7P 91

At what age is an individual able to carry out commercial transactions?
Din Torah (Torah law) states that from Bar Mitzvah age one may be involved
in business dealings. However, Chachamim stipulated that under certain
circumstances, younger minors are allowed to purchase and sell movable items
on the condition that they have reached a level of intellectual maturity. The
grounds for this ruling are that if a minor who is an orphan requires money to
support himself, he can sell various items in his possession. Not every minor
is capable of making an acquisition; only those minors who comprehend the
implications of their dealings may do so.

Regarding the sale of property, Chachamim enacted a takana (ordinance) in the
opposite direction: A person may not sell property (in the opinion of some Rishonim
this refers only to inherited land) before reaching the age of 20 (though there
are those who say the relevant age is 18), unless he is proficient in matters
of trade. Most people under the age of 20 do not understand business.
They might sell off their inherited assets, giving in to the temptation of the
payment offered, even if the deal is not beneficial. Therefore, Chachamim
prohibited young adults from selling land before reaching an age at which
they can be trusted to make responsible decisions.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 156-157

K} Daf 156: THE VALIDITY OF A SALE
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On one occasion, a person sold a portion of land before he had
reached age 20. Afterward, his relatives pressed him to appear before
Rava and claimed “the sale is not valid, since Chazal determined that
one may not sell property before age 20.” However, the buyers claimed
that this young man was sensible and sharp and, therefore, there was
no reason to void the sale. In an attempt to convince Rava that he was
not sharp, the young man stood and ate dates in Rava’s presence, and
tossed the pits on the floor. Rava saw this and ruled: The young man is
neither smart nor responsible and therefore the sale is void.

To write the ruling, they brought in a sofer (scribe), who demanded
a one zuz coin as payment for the writing. Here, the buyers saw
an opportunity to show Rava that the young man was not foolish
and understood finance well. They said to the young man, “Go
tell Rava that the fee the sofer is asking is too high. Indeed, he
collects one zuz for writing Megillat Esther, which is long. How
can it be that the scribe charges the same fee for writing a
short court ruling?” The young man thought that he stood to
gain, so he shared this information with Rava.

When Rava heard the young man, Rava said, “Now | see you do

understand business and you are responsible for your actions. This
means that the sale is valid and binding.”

K3 paf 157: LAWS OF DEBT AND INHERITANCE
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The Mishnah on this page deals with a sensitive and complicated
case of a house that collapsed onto its residents. The father and son
who lived in the building were killed. A problem arises because we
do not know who died first.

What difference does it make? Let’s say that the son owed money.
Upon the son’s demise, the lender is entitled to collect payment
for the debt from the estate the son left behind. In this case, the
son had no assets while he was alive. However, it is possible
that the moment before he died the son inherited assets. For
example: if the house collapsed and the father died first,
and only afterward the son died, the son inherits from the
father. The lender retains the right to collect the debt from
the inheritance possessed, even though only very briefly,
by the son. However, if the son died before the father, that
means that he never inherited from his father; accordingly,
the son’s creditor has no source from which to collect.
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K2 Daf 158: TORAH AUTHORITY IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL "7871 987 XyxT 8 :n73p 91 3
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Rabbi Elazar Ben Pedat went to live in Eretz Yisrael and learned Torah in Tzippori.
Afterward, he went to learn in another yeshivah, and after that, he moved to
Tiberias, to learn with Rabbi Yochanan, who was thought to be the greatest Torah
scholar in Eretz Yisrael during that time. Rabbi Elazar was so poor, that one time,
he could not find anything in his house to eat except for a little bit of garlic.

Rabbi Elazar stuck to his Torah studies and was
also involved in giving tzedakah and doing gemilut
Chassadim. Once, Rabbi Elazar noticed that the person
walking behind him was Rabbi Shimon bar Vava, who
was exceptionally poor. Rabbi Elazar dropped a dinar
coin from his pocket and kept walking. Shimon picked up
the coin and tried to return it to Rabbi Elazar. But Rabbi
Elazar said to him: “I’'ve given up on that dinar coin.
Now it’s yours; you have won it.” Rabbi Elazar did this
deliberately so that Shimon would receive the money
without feeling ashamed.
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The Talmud relates that Rabbi Elazar was called “Mara

d’Ara d’Eretz Yisrael” (Master of halachic instruction in Eretz Yisrael) because
of his great expertise in Torah and his profound wisdom.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT TOLDOT

The average person strives to maintain control, to know what’s
happening, and to ensure everything goes according to plan. However,
Parashat Toldot teaches us that sometimes, even when we feel a
bit disoriented or uncertain — and perhaps precisely because of
that uncertainty— remarkable things can happen. When Yitzchak,
our forefather, prepared to bless his son, he appears confused, not
entirely sure of who was standing before him. It’s curious why, at such
an important moment, God would allow Yitzchak to be less than fully
aware. But this situation seems meticulously planned. It suggests that
confusion and a lapse of awareness can be pathways to a realm beyond
intellect and reason, leading to a place of profound completeness and
limitless potential. In fact, it is this very shift in consciousness that can
draw down blessings from the highest levels. Thus, at the moment
Yitzchak sought to bestow his blessing, God directed Yitzchak's mind
to be somewhat distracted and confused.
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