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This leaming is dedicated to the success of IDF soldiers, the healing of the injured, and the safe return of all our brothers and sisters to their homes.
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Our brethren, from among the entire Jewish People ' %
who are in distress and captivity,
whether they be on the sea or dry land,
May God have mercy on them,

and bring them from distress to comfort,
and from darkness to light,

and from sl y to

now, swiftly, and soon.

And let us say: Amen.

. Daf 26: THE FOUNDATION STONE

In the Kodesh HaKodashim (the “Holy of Holies” in the Beit HaMikdash) there
was a large stone protruding from the ground on which the Aron HaBrit (Ark
of the Covenant) was placed. This stone was revealed during the period of
the early prophets by Shmuel HaNavi and King David who both understood
its importance. They called it “Even HaSh’tiya.”

“Sh’tiya” comes from the word “tash’teet” (base) or “yesod” (foundation), because it
was believed the world was created from this stone, and that it is the basis of the world.
Rabbi David Ben Shlomo Ibn Zimra lived about 450 years
ago. In his book “Sh”uT (She’eilot u’Teshuvot, Responsa)
RADBAZ” he wrote that the “Dome of the Rock” structure
built by the Muslims on Har HaBayit/Temple Mount 1,300
years ago was constructed precisely above the Foundation
Stone. This is why it was given the name “Dome of the
Rock,” because it was built over The Foundation Stone.
The Dome of the Rock structure is round and covered in
gold. Every time we see it atop the Temple Mount, we
are filled with sorrow, because it serves as a constant
reminder of the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash.

K} Daf 27: TALE OF THE GRAVEDIGGERS

e 138 073 97 (@

D"WIVEEIN NY'7AY X AN DY TIED UTiT
N2iEnNa AN7AND it 2K .NN2A X D
T 701 RID TRING T Y, DDIUKD DD
X7 DD ,ATHAWN X NDY 7Y 7'M TIT
2 ,7Ti0" DAY [iY7N Y L armen R A

.07ivn 7Y Tio X'0iL,0Y%ivn X1 i AR

'NY LNIMT AR AN7Y 2 TIT
DY D'YMNI NIRD VAN 197
NN 2,727 NV 902 1Nid
9V D'm70mn MY "y700 N9~
N121 ,(MY 1,300-2 197) NaN
NI D7 ,ED QK wn P
N NN Y700 N9 NN
NN LNYD QX - V70D wn
220 b2 "D XN Y700 N9

AN N9IXND 7iavn

oy13pn 73 91 K

A person who commits a crime in order to obtain money is pasul (disqualified) from
testifying as an eid (witness.) Regarding that issur (prohibition,) the Talmud relates
an interesting incident: In Bavel (Babylonia) there were gravediggers who buried
people on Yomim Tovim (holy days). On one occasion, they buried a deceased
person on the Yom Tov of Shavuot, and Rav Papa decided to excommunicate
those gravediggers for violating an issur. Rav Papa also stipulated that these
unlawful gravediggers were pasul to serve as eidim, since they violated the law, in
order to obtain money — i.e., their remuneration for the burial.

However, Rav Huna, son of Rabbi Yehoshua, told them they were k’shayrim (valid)
candidates to be eidim, since they believed they were performing a mitzvah by
quickly burying the dead, and were unaware that what they were doing, in
fact, was prohibited.
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Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 28-29

KX Daf 28: SANCTITY OF THE KOHANIM

As we hear when the kohanim bless the congregation from the pulpit with Birkat
Kohanim (the Priestly Blessing), “Who has sanctified us with the holiness of
Aharon”, God sanctified the caste of kohanim with unique holiness.

Because of their special kedusha (holiness), there are
certain laws that apply only to kohanim. For example,
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a kohen is forbidden to become impure by coming into
contact with a corpse. Despite this issur (prohibition,)
the Torah stipulates that there are circumstances
in which a kohen is permitted to contract corpse -
impurity. There are seven categories of relatives
concerning whom the Torah obligates the kohen to
participate in their funeral and thereby become impure.
These seven relatives are — father, mother, brother,
sister, wife, son and daughter. In addition, in the case
of a “meht mitzvah” (abandoned body) who has no one
to attend to his/her burial, a kohen is obligated to see
to the proper care of that corpse.

K3 Daf 29: THE PRIMORDIAL/ORIGINAL SNAKE
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In Dinei Nefashot (capital cases) — instances in which the accused would
be liable for the death penalty if found guilty — the court is obligated to
make every effort to find a way to exonerate the accused. Such methods
include finding that the testimony against the defendant is not strong enough,
or establishing that he did not commit the crime intentionally, etc. However,
concerning a “meiseet u’meidiach” (one who incites and subverts) — i.e.,
who influences others to sin — we do not look for favorable factors to
acquit him.

Here is what we learn from Parashat Breisheet: God penalized the snake for
enticing Chava to eat a fruit from the Tree of Knowledge. In theory, God could
have found reasons to be lenient with the snake’s punishment. The snake could
have argued: “I'm not guilty; Chava knew that God commanded her not to eat
fruit from the Tree of Knowledge ... She did not have to listen to me ... If she did
eat the fruit, she did it of her own free will.” However, because the snake is
considered a mei’seet u’meidiach, we do not make any claims on his behalf.
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Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 30-31

K Daf 30: THE HIDDEN MONEY
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What is the ruling in the following case? An individual appears before
a family and says to them, “Before your father’s death, he hid a sum
of money in the closet (or in some other hiding place). However, this
money did not belong to your father. Rather, it belongs to Reuven
who entrusted this money to him.” The children went and found the

money exactly where the individual said it would be. Are they obligated

to give that money to Reuven? On this
daf of Talmud, we learn that the children
are not compelled to do so. They are
not required to believe the person who
claims the money did not belong to their
father.

However, if the money was hidden in a
place in which the man who informed
them had access — meaning, he could
have taken the money to Reuven on
his own — then, he is believed. Why?
Because we understand that if he had
been lying, he would not have said a
word. He would have just gone to the
hiding place, taken the money and given
it to Reuven.

K3 Daf 31: ONE WHO CLAIMS MONEY FROM HIS FELLOW

Your dad hid a lot of cash in the closet
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One who claims s/he is owed money by someone else must provide
proof that it is so, otherwise, the court responds — “We are sorry, but
we cannot obligate your fellow to pay you based on your word alone.”
Presenting eidim (witnesses) is one of the most common methods of
furnishing proof. For instance, if Reuven sues Shimon for $100 that he
lent to him — and Shimon says: “No such thing ever happened” — it is
sufficient for Reuven to bring forth eidim who saw the loan take place.

In order to extract money, a minimum of two eidim is required to

verify the claim.
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Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 32

K2 Daf 32: FINANCIAL LAW AND CAPITAL LAW
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This daf begins the fourth chapter of Masechet Sanhedrin — “Echad dinei
mamonot” (financial matters [and capital matters] are equal.) The first Mishnah
in the chapter teaches that there are certain halachot in financial law that are
identical to the halachot in capital law, while there are other matters concerning
which the two broad categories of jurisprudence differ. Dinei Mamonot are lawsuits
pertaining to financial liability. Dinei Nefashot are cases in which the defendant is
accused of a severe violation for which the punishment is death
(e.g., idol worship).

The Mishnah states that according to the Torah, both in Dinei
Mamonot and Dinei Nefashot, the Beit Din (court) is obligated
to thoroughly examine the witnesses. In this regard, both
types of law are equivalent. However, in other respects the two
categories differ. For example: Dinei Mamonot can be decided
by a minimum of three judges, while Dinei Nefashot are debated
and determined by a minimum of 23 judges.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT SHEMOT
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Toward the end of Parashat Shemot, Pharaoh further intensified
the burden on B'nei Yisrael, and even eliminated the daily supply
of straw needed for making bricks. At this point, Moshe angrily
turns to God and says that ever since he approached Pharaoh,
the workload of B'nei Yisrael has only become consistently more
harsh. To this, God replies: “Now you will see what | will do to
Pharaoh, for with a strong hand he will send them out.” Rashi
explains that the words “Now you will see” teach us that Moshe
was punished for doubting the ways of God, and because of this,
it was decreed that he would only see the victory over Pharaoh but
not the victory over the Seven Nations upon entering Eretz Yisrael.
This teaches us how important it is to trust in the ways of the Holy
One, Blessed be He, even if at times it outwardly appears that in
the process of redemption there is a setback.
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