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. Daf 12: THE PATHWAY THAT WAS BLOCKED

A small village suffered from a series of thefts. The people of the village decided to
place gates at the central walkway that cuts across the village, from side-to-
side, and to provide gate keys only to village residents, so that no thieves would
be able to get in. When the decision was accepted, the diligent village residents put
up heavy fences on both sides of the road. But, the following day, a representative
of the nearby city came and said: “For years we have been accustomed to taking a
shortcut using your road. Based on what authority are you blocking off this passage?”
The people of the village answered: “From now on, you will need to use the bypass
road, since the road inside our village is our road and our road alone.”

Eventually, it was decided that representatives of the
village and city would ask a rabbi which view was
correct. The rabbi told them that in Masechet Bava
Batra, daf 12, we learn that if there is a path or road
that, over a lengthy period, many people have
been accustomed to traversing, it is their right
to continue to use it and no one has the right to
block free passage.
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On daf 11 we learned about a “chatzer she’ayn ba din chalukah”. If an owner
of a jointly-owned small courtyard wants to void the partnership and divide the
property in two, that owner cannot force the other partner to agree to the split.
On this daf we learn that according to the approach of one of the Amoraim, Rav
Yehudah, there is a guaranteed method for an owner of a jointly-owned courtyard
to disband the partnership. One partner can turn to his/her associate and say: “If

you don’t want to divide the courtyard, that’s
fine. Let’s decide how much the courtyard
is worth, and if you want, you can purchase
my portion from me; and if you are not
interested, | will purchase your portion from
you. Regardless, | no longer agree to remain
partners”. According to the law, the partner is
obligated to choose one of these two options.

This halakhah is called “Gohd oh Igud”. The
word ‘gohd’ means to cut or chop in Aramaic.
For example, to chop a tree, is “Gohdu E’lana” in
Aramaic. This sometimes refers to “cutting a price,” or
setting a value. In our case, one partner says to his associate:
“Decide: ‘You buy’ (set the sum based on which | will sell you
my portion) or ‘Pll buy’ (I will stipulate the sum based on which you
will sell me your portion.)
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 14-15

K Daf 14: MOSHE RABBEINU’S SEFER TORAH 37 M 1w e 900 < a1
On this daf we learn some of the halakhot pertaining to a Sefer Torah — for 017 XN LINT'YD 1197 1027 NYN 2AN2Y MiRD 190 NX
example, the length required of a Sefer Torah. Likewise, we learn about the NiN{70 DNIN N2 NiNA7 T 20 101N DI'Y1 D1NIDY
Sefer Torah Moshe wrote before his death. Moshe gave it to the kohanim and 190 NAN TR 2'D NNRTD MYY DN DNYYY

commanded them to place it next to the Luchot haBrit (The Tablets), on which
were written the Ten Commandments. Where was Moshe’s Sefer Torah located?
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It was a disputed point. Rabbi Yehudah says the Torah was placed in the
Kodesh HaKodashim (Holy of Holies), in the Beit HaMikdash next to the Aron
HaBrit (Ark of the Covenant). However, Rabbi Meir contends that Moshe’s
Sefer Torah was put inside the Aron, next to the Tablets. That is, the Tablets
of the Ten Commandments were laid down in the Aron and this was also
the case with Moshe’s Sefer Torah. This approach differs from our current

tradition; today we place the Sefer Torah standing upright in the Aron. Some % P N2DYA [N N
Rishonim explain that the ancient practice was established because the Aron ’ .MIiNN 190 D2
HaBrit traveled with B’nai Yisrael from place-to-place, and had the Sefer Torah M M
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been positioned standing upright it might have swayed and fallen.
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K Daf 15: SEFARIM IN THE TANAKH 7"In3W D"!QDU 20 9780
In the upcoming dapim we learn many interesting details about the TaNaKh — NX 1iMdY7 YWY |iDJd 1TON NX 2aNidD TNYAN
Torah, Nevi’im, K’tuvim. The Talmud sets forth the correct order of the ,NNY',007M ININY ,D'Y9IY YYin! 1712 0'RAIN
prophetic books: Yehoshua, Shoftim, Shmuel, Melachim, Yirmiyahu, 2TON NX DA D'TNI7 XN AYY NN IRETN!
Yechezkel, Yeshaya, and Trei-Asar (“The Twelve” Minor Prophets). The Gemara - [INDXDI NN D70 RN DDA [iIYRINY DN 7Y
also teaches the order of the books of K’tuvim, the first of which is Megillat DM MAT 90

Ruth, and the last of which is Sefer Divrei HaYamim.
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The Talmud adds that in addition to writing Sefer Shmuel,
Shmuel HaNavi also wrote Sefer Shoftim and Megillat
Ruth. David HaMelekh composed Sefer Tehillim (Psalms).
However, nine other poets also are credited with writing
certain chapters.
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Psalm 139 was attributed to Adam, the first man. Another
psalm was composed by King Melchizedek. Psalm 89 is
attributed to Avraham Avinu. There are 11 hymns composed

by Moshe Rabbeinu. The Book of Psalms also contains 11271 NYn "a'n 0NNt YWY TNXI
several chants composed by the Levi’im, who officiated as singers in the 1N2INY D*TNX DNIiNT DA D'V'9in D'7'an 1902
Beit HaMikdash. UTPAN N2 DMIYN 1YAR'WY D17 T
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K] Daf 16: BOOK OF JOB 3R 990 v 97 0
Sefer lyov (Book of Job) is a Biblical book about the life of Job. 2N W ia 191001 2N 1907 N7 7NN 190N TNX
Although he was a great tzaddik, he suffered profound and AN DN DY DO 720 ,91TA 7 TY NY 19 Y Ry

bitter agony.
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Who wrote Book of Job? Chazal disagreed about the answer. Some .DYN TAYY NN 7Y 2 1Y TV iand 020
say Job was written by Moshe Rabbeinu while B’nei Yisrael were
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When did Job live? Some say the author lived during
the time of Moshe Rabbeinu; others say the author
lived in a significantly earlier period — that is, in the
days of Yitzchak Avinu. Others assert the author lived
during another different period. Some contend that
the person Job never existed at all and that the entire
book is an allegory to expound upon some of the
workings of God in the world.

K2 Daf 17: FOUR PEOPLE WHO SHOULD x7w oIy mpaae o g1 @
NEVER HAVE DIED Mg 0v9vex e
T * A T
The Talmud tells of four people in the history of the world who should D7iY7 Ni'N7 DD 1Y D'WIXK NYAIX DIYY 19010 TIN7AN
have lived forever, never dying, since they never sinned in their NN DD AR ,NRINND 1RVND X7 Dn DN m! '7?3 o} ,nm‘z N"?!
entire lives. Yet, they died “because of the snake”. When Adam was TMNR N RN R [IYRID DTRYIY i .7eind 72y i'oya”
created he was meant to live forever. However, a decree of death NON 7722 I'RYXRY 72 V1 19 NN NNTAY KX ,0%iVY ninY
was imposed upon Adam and all his future offspring because of the M iT A1 990 71 ,NIN DK WM KON 1AW YT Yy”

sin of the “Tree of Knowledge,” when the snake caused Chava to sin.
It was solely due to this decree that these four individuals died. They
are: Binyamin, son of Yaakov Avinu; Amram, father of Moshe
Rabbeinu; Yishai, father of David HaMelekh; and Kilav, son of
David Hamelekh.
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K2 Daf 18: REMOVAL OF DANGEROUS OBJECTS 0Y390 1°3 oo npnad it 91 K
There are certain objects or activities that ought to be kept at a NUYNN 'NN0Y7 1Y DTRY Ni7Y9 ik D'¥ON D!
distance from other people in order to avoid damage or injury. N1YN1 ,7¢n7 .71 DiN27 0"H9Y DY 19N 2N Y
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The Mishnah states that it is prohibited to dig a ditch very
close to a ditch belonging to one’s neighbor. When a person
digs a ditch, the earth is shaken, and the neighbor’s ditch could
collapse as a result.

N'OXN NIN9Y 'RY I1'X DTRY NNIX DA NYNN
NMip2 DA iNan ¢ axin jonn? nnnn
RN P77 W Manan A7) YY) 2,00y
Y NI Y0 DX 7 NN WL T 12702 73K
TIX ViAN? 'R¢Y RN Ljonn 7Y TN nwy 1)

72X .N1OXN DY D7 KPY MUK NRign DD

The Mishnah also states that a person may not open a bakery on the
first floor of a building if someone’s grain warehouse is located on
the second floor. The smoke rising from the oven could damage the
grain. However, there is also this provision in the halakhah: If the sec-
ond floor neighbor turned his apartment into a grain warehouse, the
upstairs neighbor is permitted to sue the first floor neighbor to stop

him from establishing a bakery at that location. But, if the down- ,'ONN |27 0TI Tiy NND NIIYXRY NNRin [2Wn DX
stairs neighbor opened a bakery first, and only afterward did the M2 NiwY7 NXiN "W NNipn 2¥n 32 10X 7L
second floor neighbor desire to turn his space into a grain warehouse, 080 ABouT NNIRNN YD N Vian7 'Ry N NN jonn 7Y
he may not sue the neighbor on the first floor to force the closing of THIS DA M -NT NN TN 72 .OXAN NIX VIO NIIYNID
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the bakery. Whoever acts first prevails. E .N'NN - [IYUXRY 09Ny

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT CHUKAT , pealycal-Raii ey
Up until this point, Sefer Bamidbar discussed the order of march ,N2'700 1T02 N2TAA Wnh oy va) 1197 TV
in the wilderness, the sin of the spies, and Korah's rebellion, all WNNNY .M 7¢ inpnna o'nn xuna
of which occurred shortly after the exodus from Egypt. Then, the MIND NY9IP NNl .0MYAn XY NXR'Y' oY
text suddenly shifts to tell us about the passing of the nation’s XD 7iTa 7Y DNY'YD 7Y 17 NYoN! ANYI9A
great leaders—Miriam and Aharon, who died shortly before the -Y'].g'? nglj?? ":]‘IYJQ; .mm_j ,Iabﬁ.lﬁﬁ?_(! DN -
nation entered the Land of Israel. The Torah, in effect, “jumps” DMAT 7Y 17 T90N N7 “NY9IR” Nwyny Ninn

and does not relate the events of the many years of wandering
in the desert, teaching us that the Torah is not a history book.
Every story in the Torah, every verse and word, is meant to teach
us something for our lives, not just to recount what happened.
As such, and being that it was unnecessary to supply further
narrative details, the Torah skips almost forty years of the desert mY
experience and focuses only on things that instruct and are DYQTR 71 TRRNAAH 12TA0 DY D'WAIN VNI
relevant for future generations. .0'X2N NNIT? 0'2*¢1 D' TATAN
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