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&3 Daf 19: YOSEI BEN YO’EZER OF TZEREIDAH

On this daf, the Talmud mentions “Yosei ben Yo’ezer of Tzereidah”.
During the Second Beit HaMikdash era, there was the Knesset HaGedolah
(Great Assembly), a group of great men who led the nation. This group
included Ezra the Scribe and other prominent figures. After that period,
the people were led by zugot (pairs) of tanna’im, one of whom was
nasi (president) of the Sanhedrin (high court) and the other held the
position of av beit din. The first “zug” was Yosei ben Yo’ezer—nasi of
the Sanhedrin and Yosei ben Yochanan.

Yosei ben Yo’ezer was a kohen from a
distinguished family, known to be extremely
judicious about the observance of the laws of
tumah (impurity) and taharah (purity), to the point
they called him “righteous one of the priesthood.”
Midrash states that Yosei ben Yo’ezer had a
nephew named Yakum of Tzerorot, who became
Hellenized during Maccabean times and killed
many Jews. Yakum did not even spare his
prestigious uncle and led him to be killed. The
Midrash also states that while they walked along
the road, Yosei ben Yo’ezer urged his nephew to repent and do teshuvah.
Indeed, his nephew regretted his bad actions and fully repented.

K Daf 20: CHOOSE GOOD COMPANY
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It is fitting for a person to avoid making nedarim (vows). A person who
makes vows will ultimately become accustomed to pledging an oath, and
should an oath remain unfulfilled, that person would violate a more severe
prohibition—as a person who does not keep their oath violates a more
severe prohibition than a person who does not fulfill their vow.

The chachamim also said: It is inappropriate for a person to be found in
the home of an am ha’aretz (ignorant individual) because amei ha’aretz
eat tevel, (produce that has not been tithed.) If a person is regularly in the
house of an am ha’aretz, eventually, that person might falter and violate
the strict prohibition against eating tevel. From this teaching, we learn we
should be careful not to befriend unreliable people, because associating
with them may lead us to stumble into sin.
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Seder Nashim | Ketubot 21-22

a Daf 21: “NIDREI ZERUZIN,” OR “URGING VYOWS” "I T3 IR0 47 n
Once, a merchant came to an electrical device store to sell digital N7 T ‘Mmein MYing NNy Xay nioa nvyn
cameras. The store owner examined the cameras and said to the nin7¥nn NX T2 NNn wa N0 T ninYyn
merchant: “How much do you want for each camera?” The merchant 2D 72007¥0 72 1Y WhIiT NRR A7 NI 1N
replied: “700 shekels” ($210.35).” [The store owner screamed] “700 7 VT IN7 |DN Diva 7'7,7w 700" ."7;3¢ 700" :Wr,)iorj
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| will not benefit from them!” Using this vow, the seller wanted to show DY¢Y [ 'K KINY Ni6Y7 NiXIAY 12D NYY AT
the merchant he was not willing to pay such an excessive price. AR N2 NN

In the end, the merchant managed to convince the store owner to
purchase the cameras for 500 shekels ($150.28) per camera. The
question immediately arose whether the seller was allowed
to benefit from the cameras since he had vowed if he buys
a camera for more than 400 shekels, he would not benefit
from them. On this daf, we learn that nidrei zeruzin (vows of
“prodding” or urging) are not valid. That is to say, a vow a
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person makes to hasten some action—e.g., in our case, the T2 NP %Y NPRA YN ,An-1aT TITY T AT
store owner made a vow to speed up closing the deal [on the cameras]— XA AYNRM D 90 TrJYn'|;N ] :ﬁpoﬁn nX T
that vow does not take effect because, from the start, the store owner did e o I
not really intend to make a vow, rather, solely to speed up the deal.

NPOYN NX TT7 "2 71 K7X ,NNXA 117 42NN N7

K2 Daf 22: ALWAYS MANAGE TO SPEAK "Amaa 1371 72 317 ron s 2273 91 K
YOUR WORDS CALMLY

On this daf, the Talmud delivers teachings of amoraim condemning the ¢ AN D'RYINK MQTN XN TINYAD AT 9T

attribute of anger. The anger trait is so terrible that the Talmud states: TINYAY TV ,0U20 DTN XD Y2 N .0V NN
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Rabbi Yirmeya of Difti even said that anyone who gets angry
forgets their Torah learning. Rambam writes “Anger is

an extremely evil trait, and it is proper for a person to
distance themselves from anger, as far as possible, and
teach themselves to refrain from getting outraged —even

regarding a matter over which it is fitting to be furious.”

Also, in the famous iggeret (letter) Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman
(Ramban) wrote to his son, he teaches him derech Eretz
(proper behavior): the fitting manner for a Jew to act. First
and foremost, Ramban warns his son not to get enraged.

Ramban wrote: “Always speak your words calmly, to every

person, and that way, save yourself from anger, which is
a bad trait that causes a person to sin.” Meaning, it is worthwhile
to accustom yourself to always speak pleasantly with every person,

nYn 271 2N2Y NNOT9NN NN D3
iniX ™A NN L7 1A - M 2
TN MR TYD YN T Nianm
NX DT XIN NIYKRI UK, AN
@27 1”207 202 21 .0V N7 12
727.M012 9137 72 70377 TAD AND”
NYY DTN KDY 002D 0 7¥IN - AT DTN
Ny 73107 A7 KT NI UDTR 93 XONAY

regardless of what happens. That way you will never be angry, because AN M N, DTN 72 DYV NNJA TR 12T Ny
you will have already become accustomed to speaking calmly, and you N1 12T7 A7ANN 12D 9 ,0VdN K7 0Y7iVY7 21
will not have the opportunity to sin. ' - ' ,n-go[] Y N‘nh N"ﬂ
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K Daf 23: KOL NIDREI, ALL MY VOWS

Yom Kippur (day of atonement) is a most sacred day. Members of the
Knesset Hagedolah (Great Assembly) decreed this holy day should
begin with the recitation of Kol Nidrei (all my vows). In Kol Nidrei
we declare that all the vows we have made, and those we will make
are void and invalid. In antiquity, the recitation of Kol Nidrei called to
cancel the vows made during the outgoing year. However, Rabbi Tam
said the wording of Kol Nidrei should be corrected to state that vows
we make over the course of the coming year will be canceled. Since
that time, most congregations recite both phrases in their version of
Kol Nidrei. We cancel vows we made until Yom Kippur and declare
all the vows we will make in the coming year to be “null and void.”

How can a person invalidate nedarim (vows) they have not
yet made? Regarding this question, we learn on this daf that a
person is permitted to declare all the vows they will make to be
invalid. Now, if when a person makes a vow, they do not remember
they announced that all their vows are invalid—indeed, that vow
is void. However, if the person remembers [invalidating all their
vows] and nevertheless made a vow, that person’s vow stands,
because by doing [making that vow], the person cancels their
earlier declaration.

K2 Daf 24: “NIDREI HAVAI,” VOW OF EXAGGERATION
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There is a certain type of vow that does not take effect. Once on
erev Sukkot, Reuven went to the arba’at haminim (4 species) market.
Before he left the house, his brother said to him: “Reuven, you are
leaving too early, it will surely be empty.” Reuven headed out to the
market and found it packed with customers all looking for the arba’at
haminim and shopping for the chag. The crowding was immense.

When Reuven returned home, he said to his brother: “What a
crowd was in the market, a million people were there.” His brother
laughed and said: “What are you talking about!” Reuven said to
him: “Listen, brother, if there were less than a million people there
| vow | won’t drink any more Coca-Cola!” “What have you done?!”
his brother shouted, “You just made a vow. You know very well a
million people can’t enter this market. What were you thinking?!”

Reuven was alarmed. Did that vow really take effect? The Talmud
says no because vows of this type are called nidrei havai (vows
of exaggeration). Because even Reuven must have known there
were not a million people in the market, and all he intended to say
was that there were throngs of people in the market, but he surely
didn’t mean an actual million.
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K2 Daf 25: THE MITZVAH OF TZITZIT
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What is the importance of the mitzvah of tzitzit? The Talmud teaches
us that the mitzvah of tzitzit is important and equals all the mitzvot of
the Torah. The rishonim (medieval rabbis) explained that when a Jew
wears tzitzit (ritual fringes) on their body all day, they see the threads
of the tzitzit, and each time are reminded: “l wear a tzitzit because
God commanded me to do so.” Indeed, in the Torah verses regarding
tzitzit, it is written: “And you shall see them and remember all of
God’s commandments.” The tzitzit reminds us we are servants of
God, and we are obligated to fulfill all His
commandments. o'v'omy  Dlvxy Yl
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Some rishonim teach that the word “tzitzit”
contains a hint to the number tarya”g
(613), the total number of mitzvot in the
Torah. Note: In gematria, tzitzit= 600. Let’s
count: ¥ = 90. ' =10. ¥ = 90. ' =10. n = 400.
Together = 600. How many knots are tied in
the tzitzit threads? 5. We already have 605.
How many threads are there in each tzitzit? 8.
All together that adds up to 613, the total
number of mitzvot.
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In the Torah, Avraham Avinu is the first individual who is referred to as old:
“And Abraham was old, advanced in years” (Genesis 24:1). This is so, even

though many preceded him who lived much longer lives than he did. Why
precisely did Avraham Avinu “earn” this nickname, from which so many try
to escape? In Midrash Rabbah, it is explained that Abraham turned to God
and told him there is a problem in that older folks are not shown sufficient
respect. “A man and his son approach a location, and others do not know
whom to honor, because they can’t tell who is the father and who is the son.”
God understood Avraham’s words and responded to him: “It is a good thing
you assert, and it will begin from you.” From the beginning of Beresheet
until this point, there is no use of the word ‘old’ and since Avraham took
a stand, God granted him old age. With the signs of aging, expressed in a
person’s external appearance, is a hidden call to all of us to pay attention
and extend added respect to the oldest people in our community.
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